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STATE SHUTS 
DOWN THE 
SCHOOL YEAR

Latest news, 
online extras

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker ended speculation 
Friday, announcing 
in-person learning will 
be suspended through 
the end of the current 
school year to curb the 
spread of COVID-19 
virus.

Pritzker ordered the 
public and private 
schools to be closed 
March 17. The initial 
closed order was until 
March 30, then extend-
ed into April.

The governor admit-
ted, “time and time 
again my decisions are 
hard ones, but they will 
follow the science and 
the science says our 
students can’t go back 
to their normal routine,” 
Pritzker said Friday 
during his daily news 
conference.

Pritzker’s statewide 
stay-at-home order is 
in effect until the end 
of this month, but he 
has strongly hinted this 
week the order will be 
extended, with possible 
modifications. The order 
took effect March 21, 
and has been extended 
once so far.

The governor’s de-
cision came as no sur-
prise to local school 
superintendents. Paris 
95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson 
and Crestwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Da-
nette Young sent a let-
ter  by text immediately 
after the governor made 
his announcement.

What remains to be 
determined throughout 
the county and the rest 
of the state are the end 
of year activities includ-
ing graduations and 
honors awards.

Today was to have 
been the Paris High 
School Prom and Friday, 
May 1, the Paris tradi-
tional May Fete. Already 
postponed was the PHS 
musical “Grease.” 

In the letter sent 
Friday, the superin-
tendents emphasized 
they have not forgotten 
about the Class of 2020.

“Each district and the 
high school will send 
out a separate letter in 
the coming week to an-
nounce to parents  how 
we will celebrate stu-
dents for graduation, 
dances, award ceremo-
nies and athletic ban-
quets,” the letter read. 

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Schools solidify priorities
Paris 95 board makes decisions to keep students engaged, fed and mentally healthy

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

When panic buying commenced 
as the COVID-19 pandemic started 
gaining ground, it wasn’t just every-
day citizens having difficulty locating 
items like hand sanitizer, Lysol disin-
fectant and other heavy-duty clean-
ers.

First responders like the Paris Fire 
Department also had supply prob-
lems but unlike the hoarders who 
might engage in a daily cleaning of 
home countertops and bathrooms, 
firefighters need the material to clean 
and disinfect equipment, the trucks 
and the station each time there is a 
medical run. That means there are 
multiple cleanings each day.

Captain Steve Gallagher was 
searching online for a supplier and 
came across the website for 28-Mile 
Distilling Company of Highwood. 
Originally started as a vodka distiller, 
the company began making a hand 
sanitizer when panic buying kept 
store shelves depleted. The distillery’s 
goal is to help first responders rather 
than consumers. 

“I couldn’t find any hand sanitizer 
so I filled out their online informa-
tion,” said Gallagher. 

The company called Gallagher 
April 10 an informed him a Tuscola 
firefighter was meeting a company 
representative halfway between Tus-
cola and Chicago to get several gal-
lons of donated alcohol antiseptic 80 
percent topical solution for multiple 
area fire departments, including Paris. 

“This just shows their dedication,” 
Gallagher said about the generosi-
ty of 28-Mile Distilling in making a 
free product to help first responders 
during the pandemic. He added all 
of the labels and plastic bottles to 
hold the sanitizer were donated to the 
distillery when others learned of how 
the company was helping.

A gallon may not seem like a lot 
of product that is water thin, and it 
would not last long if used as a hand 
wash. Putting it into spray bottles for 
use as an aerosol makes it last much 
longer. Every time the department 
goes on a call, firefighters use the al-
cohol spray to wipe down handheld 
radios, straps, shoes, the truck interi-

or and all other equipment that was 
pulled from the truck as part of the 
emergency response. 

The spray and wipe down gener-
ally occur before firefighters leave 
the scene. A second cleaning follows 
once the trucks are back in station.

Fire chief Brian Gates said 
COVID-19 has changed how the de-
partment responds to medical calls. 
Only one firefighter is designated to 
enter a home, and that is only if it is 
absolutely necessary. Edgar County 
911 dispatchers are asking sick people 
to meet first responders on the porch 
if that is possible. 

The firefighter going into the 
home wears a paper protective suit 
designed for mass casualty inci-
dents, gloves, safety goggles and at 
least a surgical mask. A second fire-
fighter can also gear up in the same 
fashion if necessary to help the first. 
Firefighters also carry a second sur-
gical mask and ask the patient to put 

28-Mile Distilling helps firefighters

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Fire Captain Steve Gallagher holds a gallon of alcohol sanitizer donat-
ed to the department by 28-Mile Distillery of the Chicago area. The distillery 
produces craft vodka and switched part of its manufacturing to sanitizer 
after panic buyers started hoarding hand sanitizer. The goal is to keep first 
responders supplied with donations. Gallagher said Paris firefighters trans-
fer the alcohol to spray bottles to use as an aerosol for disinfecting equip-
ment, clothes and truck interiors following a medical call. He contacted the 
distillery after it became impossible to find a local source of sanitizer.

Chicago-area distillery 
donates a free gallon of 
80 percent alcohol for 
sanitation

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The 28-Mile Distilling Company near 
Chicago is one of many distilling 
companies in the United States that 
started producing sanitizer after 
panic buying and hoarding emptied 
store shelves of hand sanitizer and 
other cleaning supplies. Product 
from 28-Mill is only for first respond-
ers and the company donates it to 
help keep them as safe as possible. 
A gallon was recently donated to the 
Paris Fire Department and firefight-
ers are making it last longer by using 
it as an aerosol in spay bottles.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairie press.net

What a difference a month 
makes.

At the March 9 meeting 
of the Paris Union School 
District 95 board, the 
COVID-19 virus was barely 
a blip on the district’s radar. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Jeremy Larson and the seven 
members discussed the ongo-
ing work at Allen Field, heard 
about the grants the district 
has received and received an 
update on e-learning plans 
if school needed to be can-
celled due to COVID-19.

Eight days later on March 
16, what may very well be 

the final day of classes for 
the school year was held and 
the Paris 95 joined the other 
Illinois schools shutdown by 
order of Gov. J.B. Pritzker. 

The Paris 95 board met 
Monday, April 13, for its 
monthly meeting using a 
combination of Web-Ex 
and three members in atten-
dance in person — board 
president Kevin Knoepfel, 
members Tom Tuttle and 
John Sanchez, recording sec-
retary Debbie Ashley and 
Larson. The remaining board 
members — Jaime Littleton, 
Cindy Mathis, Amy Isaf and 
Beetle Bailey — attended by 
telephone. Others attending 

by telephone were Associa-
tion of Paris Teachers (APT) 
president Emily Vaughn 

and Nancy 
Zeman of 
The Prairie 
Press.

L a r s o n 
praised the 
Paris 95 
t e a c h i n g 
staff, cooks, 

maintenance and administra-
tors who have “put together 
learning plans and reached 
out to their students, pre-
pared meals and delivered 
them” and distributed ap-
proximately 250 Chrome-
books or iPads to families 

who did not have access to 
technology for their chil-
dren to work online. The dis-
trict — in cooperation with 
Crestwood — also placed 
wi-fi connections through-
out the Paris and Crestwood 
school districts so all children 
could access the internet.

“My understanding is that 
every family now has at least 
one device so their child(ren) 
can complete online assign-
ments,” Larson said. Chil-
dren are using I-Ready, I-Ex-
cel or online workbooks to 
complete assignments.

The district’s kitchens have 
produced more than 5,000 
meals a week for distribution 

and delivery. “There have 
been tons of meals for Paris 
High School students, Crest-
wood and Paris 95 students,” 
the superintendent said. 

There are nine food deliv-
ery routes and school district 
employees begin at 8:30 a.m. 
and end at approximately 
1:30 p.m. Deliveries will re-
sume Monday, April 20, Lar-
son said. 

The Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) has urged 
school districts to keep learn-
ing activities and plans low-
key, Larson said, “not give 
them too much.”

As a result, Larson has set 
See PARIS 95, Page 4A

LARSON

See SANITIZER, Page 4A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Paris city fathers are asking 
all residents to heed the warnings 
from state and local authorities 
about the need for social distancing 
and sheltering in place.

Council members are doing 
so. Only Mayor Craig Smith and 
Commissioner Harry Hughes were 
present in the council chamber for 
the Monday, April 13, city meet-
ing. Commissioners Drew Griffin 
and Steve Kemper participated by 
conference call, taking advantage 
of Governor J.B. Pritzker tempo-
rarily suspending parts of the Open 
Meetings Act as part of his emer-
gency orders.

“People should not have a false 
sense of security because we don’t 
have any confirmed cases here. We 
have a limited amount of testing we 
can do,” said Griffin, who serves as 
the city’s health commissioner.

The Edgar County Health De-
partment reported as of April 13 
there had been 48 county residents 
tested for COVID-19, with 45 neg-
ative results and three pending re-
sults. However, the Paris 95 Union 
School District confirmed April 10 
that two district employees were 
told to quarantine themselves by 
the Urbana Health Department be-
cause they were in contact with an 
individual in Champaign County 
who tested positive for COVID-19.   

Griffin reported talking with 
Carle Hospital officials who said 
the COVID-19 cases in Cham-
paign County are not likely to peak 
until the end of the month and the 
peak for surrounding counties may 
not come for another week to 10 
days after that. 

“Just because it’s peaked and 
starting to go down in some places 
does not mean it is over,” said Grif-
fin.

Smith noted that as of Monday 
87 of Illinois’ 102 counties had con-
firmed cases. 

“The numbers are not getting a 
lot better,” said Smith.

The numbers of infected coun-
ties and the numbers of tests ad-
ministered to Edgar County res-
idents used in this story are for 
Monday only.

Smith discussed the most recent 
conference call the governor’s office 

Council urges 
continued 
caution in Paris

See COUNCIL, Page 5A

Chrisman schools adjusting to abnormal situation
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — Unit 
6 administrators discussed 
what is a new and hopefully 
temporary normal during the 
district’s board of education 
meeting Tuesday, April 14.

With schools closed as 
part of the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, school 
staffs are experimenting with 
ways to care for students and 
keep them engaged. Elemen-
tary principal Kelly Schluter 
said cooks have remained 
on the job preparing food 
to make sure students have 
something to eat at home. 

Bus drivers are also working 
at least three hours a day to 
deliver meals or study packets 
for students whose parents 
did not pick up the material.

“It’s changed a lot in the 
four weeks,” Schlutter said re-
garding the meal service.

Initially, the requests were 
to help 13 students with food 
and most recently 80 students 
are on the meal list. 

Schluter said the service 
started out preparing cold 
meals like peanut butter and 
jelly, ham sandwiches and 
wraps every day. After about 
two weeks, the cooks found 
a way to make and deliver hot 

meals.
“When we switched to hot 

food, we got more requests,” 
she said.

The shelter at home meals 
are now prepared twice each 
week. Monday the cooks pre-
pare a hot meal for delivery 
that day and the delivery in-
cludes two cold meals for use 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The process repeats with a 
Thursday hot meal and a cold 
meal for Friday.

Classroom aides are assist-
ing with distributing instruc-
tional packets and collecting 
completed work during eve-
ning drive-up distributions at 

the school.
Schluter said in addition 

to preparing study packets, 
teachers are finding other 
ways to communicate with 
their students.

“They have been meeting 
with their kids via video chats 
and staying in touch with 
parents through email,” said 
Schluter.

Staff and administration 
are meeting at least weekly 
using online video conferenc-
ing. Schluter also praised the 
maintenance staff for the in-
depth cleaning of the building 
while the students are away.

Junior high and high school 

principal Cole Huber echoed 
many of Schluter’s comments 
and praised his staff for stay-
ing engaged with students 
through Google classroom 
and other means. He also ac-
knowledged board member 
Jim Ingram for arranging a 
donation to help seven fami-
lies obtain Internet service so 
their children can participate 
in the online class offerings.

Huber emphasized this 
situation requires a flexible 
approach on the part of the 
teachers and the schools.

“The teachers are not fo-
cusing on the academic side 

See CHRISMAN, Page 4A
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

57   41
Prec: 0%

59   35
Prec: 40%

60   45
Prec: 0%

64   39
Prec: 0%

68   50
Prec: 0%

65   48
Prec: 50%

67   49
Prec: 40%

FREEZE WARNING for Edgar and most 
surrounding counties until 9 a.m. Saturday.

TODAY — Mostly sunny and warmer, but 
still below average with highs in the upper 
50s.

SATURDAY — Mostly cloudy skies with 
scattered rain showers. Highs remain in the 
upper 50s.

SUNDAY — Highs top out near 60 under 
mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64°/43°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92° in 1896
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27° in 1983

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.85”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.36”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.34”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.99”

NORMAL:    High: 64   Low: 43   More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:08 a.m. 7:32 p.m. 4:31 a.m. 3:28 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:07 a.m. 7:33 p.m. 4:58 a.m. 4:26 p.m.

MONDAY 6:05 a.m. 7:34 p.m. 5:23 a.m. 5:23 p.m.

TUESDAY 6:04 a.m. 7:35 p.m. 5:47 a.m. 6:20 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:03 a.m. 7:36 p.m. 6:11 a.m. 7:18 p.m.

THURSDAY 6:01 a.m. 7:37 p.m. 6:36 a.m. 8:17 p.m.

FRIDAY 6:00 a.m. 7:38 p.m. 7:04 a.m. 9:18 p.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

Brian’s Mobile 
Mower Repair, LLC

815-549-5896
135 N Indiana Street, Chrisman, IL

Authorized dealer 
for

•3 year unlimited 
hour warranty 

Kawasaki Engine
•10 year warranty 

on Deck Shell   
Prices starting at only 

$2999.99

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to 
our community members. Here is 

a list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged 
for the safety of the community 
and our staff. HRC is here to help 
in this difficult time.
118 EAST COURT STREET, PARIS 

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL

217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400
24/7 access for people feeling 

suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-

359-7593 Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support 
for anyone living in Illinois. From 
the main menu, select option #2, 
then #5. Interpreters available 
for hundreds of languages. Staff 
are also adept at conversing 
through Video Relay TTY: 1 (866) 
880-4459 

National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELLED EVENTS
Concern about the spread of 

the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events.

Given the rate at which activ-
ities are being cancelled people 
should call ahead to confirm with 
sponsoring organizations if a 
scheduled event is continuing. 

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff will 
continue to work remotely and 
will not interact with the public in 
the office. 

All Dine with a Doc programs 
at area senior centers are 
cancelled through May 31. This 
includes the May 8 session at the 
Marshall Senior Center, and the 
May 13 program at the Chester P. 
Sutton Senior Center, Paris.

The Paris American Legion Post 
is canceling the Queen of Heart 
drawings until further notice. 

The Marshall Public Library is 
closed until further notice. Library 
staff will continue to provide e-re-
sources and place current corona 
virus information on the library’s 
website and Facebook page. Call 
the library at 217-826-2535 for 
more information.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — 
A locally-owned McDonald’s 
organization has donated 
15,0000 gift cards for free 
menu items to 26 commu-
nity organizations including 
schools, healthcare facilities, 
first responders and other 
essential workers throughout 
the Wabash Valley area.

 Nick and Jami Kasprzyk 
own and operate nine Mc-
Donald’s locations in Terre 
Haute and Clinton, Indiana 
as well as Paris, Marshall, and 
Casey.

 “In these uncertain times, 
we can have confidence in the 
fact that our schools, health-
care workers, and first re-
sponders will always be here 
to take care of our communi-
ties,” said Jami Kasprzyk. “We 
want to let them to know that 
McDonald’s is here for them, 
too, and we hope these gifts 
spark a bit of joy during this 

stressful time.”
The Kasprzyks are eager to 

support those in the commu-
nities they serve and say they 

plan to make more donations 
in the coming weeks.

McDonald’s donates 15,000 gift cards in Wabash Valley

Special to The Prairie Press

Employees at Paris Healthcare accept McDonald’s gift cards in recognition of their service as 
part of the frontline COVID-19 response. The nine McDonald’s stores owned by Nick and Jami 
Kasprzyk, including the Paris store, donated 15,000 gift cards to employees at schools, health-
care facilities, first responders and other essential workers in Paris, Marshall, Casey, Clinton, Ind., 
and Terre Haute, Ind. 

REUSE
the news
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GOOD VIBES.
GOOD FEELS.
SAME HEART.
WE’RE BEHIND YOU!

MEMBER FDIC

BANKPROSPECT.COM

Explore our eProducts and bank
from the comfort of your own home!

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a request, 
signed by at least one-third (1/3) of the Mem-
bers of the Edgar County Board for a SPECIAL 
MEETING to be held on April 20, 2020 at 
9:15 a.m., at The Edgar County Courthouse, 
Courtroom 2, 115 W. Court St., Paris, IL has 
been filed in the County Clerk’s Office, for the 
purpose of:

1. Resolution to Implement Public Safety 
Sales Tax

Given under my hand and seal this 13th day 
of April, 2020

(Seal)

EDGAR COUNTY BOARD SPECIAL 
MEETING

The Edgar County Courthouse Courtroom 2,
115 W. Court St. Paris, IL 61944

April 20, 2020
9:15 a.m.

AGENDA

1.   Call To Order

2.   Pledge of Allegiance

3.   Roll Call

4.   Public Comment

5.   Resolution To Implement Public 
       Safety Sales Tax

6.   Adjourn

$750BASE FEE

60,000 CASES

5 IllInoIS oFFICES

PlUS FIlInG FEE

SInGlE CH7

PAYMEnT PlAnS

ILLINOIS’ LARGEST BANKRUPTCY
ONLY LAW FIRM

We are a debt relief agency. We help
people file for bankruptcy relief under

the Bankruptcy Code.

WWW.BCYHELP.COM

OSTLING &
ASSOCIATES

FREE ConSUlTATIon

345-2525
Toll FREE 844-593-4203Lars Eric Ostling

The Best in the Bloomin’ Business

• Vegetables
• Flowers
• Shrubs
• Hanging Plants

Nelson’s Nelson’s 
GreenhouseGreenhouse

Chemical FREEChemical FREE

Questions please call 812-239-9550 
and leave a message

Open
Daily

1445 E. State Road 163
Clinton, IN  47842

Corner of Clinton Road & Route 63

Be sure to Like Nelson’s 
Greenhouse on Facebook 

or check them out on 
the web

www.nelsonsgreenhouse.net

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The U.S. Small Business 
Administration said it has 
stopped accepting applica-
tions and enrolling new lend-
ers after funding ran out for 
a $349 billion federal relief 
program meant to help small 
businesses survive the coro-
navirus outbreak.

Without more money for 
the program, many small 
firms that have flooded banks 
with applications won’t get 
help because the govern-
ment-backed loans were 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis, and after just 
two weeks there’s no money 
left for the SBA to guarantee 
additional loans, officials said. 
Congress is deadlocked over 
refunding the program.

In Illinois, over 44,000 loan 
application totaling $12.5 
million had been approved 
through April 13, the Small 
Business Administration re-
ported earlier this week. 

Brad Close, president of 
the National Federation of In-
dependent Business, the larg-
est group representing small 
businesses in the country, 
said its members’ worst fears 
just came true.

“America’s small business-
es are on the brink, trying 
desperately to keep their 
doors open and support their 
employees,” Close said in a 
statement. “They have been 
let down by lawmakers and 
the bureaucracy, with the 
smallest businesses most dis-

advantaged in attempting to 
participate in the Paycheck 
Protection Program.”

Small businesses are con-
tinuing to seek loans and 
existing applications are still 
pending SBA approval, and 
Congress needs to act, Con-
sumer Bankers Association 
President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer Richard Hunt 
said.

“The millions of men and 
women who work at Ameri-
ca’s small businesses and their 
families are battling a health 
crisis while also facing an eco-
nomic crisis unless Congress 
authorizes additional funds 
for this program,” Hunt said 
in a statement.

Wells Fargo & Co., which 
was the No. 3 SBA-approved 
lender by volume last year, 
said it will continue accepting 
new applications so it will be 
ready to proceed if and when 
Congress adds funds to the 
program. The firm said Tues-
day that it hadn’t funded loans 
anywhere close to the $9.3 
billion in loans that JPMorgan 
Chase & Co. said Tuesday it 
had funded.

As of Thursday morning, 
the SBA reported there had 
been more than 1.6 million 
applications approved for 
about $339 billion. That 
amount is the value of loans 
the agency has approved 
for lenders to disburse, not 
money that has reached bor-
rowers. Comprehensive data 
on how much money has ac-
tually been handed out isn’t 
available, but lenders report 
that disbursements are being 
made. The program launched 
April 3.

Loan approvals had to stop 

short of the $349 billion total 
because about $10 billion is 
needed to cover fees and pro-
cessing, Republican Senator 
Marco Rubio of Florida said 
in a tweet.

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and SBA 
Administrator Jovita Car-
ranza called on Congress to 
approve more money for the 
program Wednesday in a joint 
statement saying it’s “saving 
millions of jobs” and helping 
small firms survive the pan-
demic.

Republicans sought to 
approve an additional $250 
billion for the program last 
week, but the effort stalled 
with Democrats also want-
ing changes to the program 
and more aid for other 
groups. Senate Democratic 
Leader Chuck Schumer and 
Mnuchin talked Wednesday 
as negotiations continue.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell and House 
Republican Leader Kevin 
McCarthy accused Demo-
crats in a joint statement on 
Wednesday of blocking emer-
gency aid and treating a bipar-
tisan program “like a Republi-
can priority which they need 
to be goaded” into backing.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi said Democrats are push-
ing for changes that will allow 
help for small businesses that 
have been shut out of the 
program because they don’t 
have access to a lender, as 
well as provide more funding 
for “desperate” state and local 
governments and hospitals.

The program, which was 
enacted last month as part of 
a $2.2 trillion relief package 
in response to the outbreak, 

offers loans of as much as $10 
million. The loans convert to 
grants if proceeds are used 
to keep workers on the pay-
roll and cover rent and other 
approved expenses for about 
two months, a short-term 
stopgap designed to help 
businesses get by until the 
economy reopens.

The initiative got off to a 
rocky start after Trump ad-
ministration officials said 
that small businesses would 
get funding quickly, even the 
same day they applied. But 
some borrowers couldn’t find 
banks to take their applica-
tions if they didn’t already 
have a lending relationship, 
and lenders couldn’t process 
loans because of vague guid-
ance and an overwhelmed 
SBA computer system.

Of the more than 1 mil-
lion applications that SBA 
had processed as of Monday, 
construction firms had a larg-
er share of loans approved 
than other industries so far, 
followed by professional, sci-
entific and technical service 
companies, manufacturers 
and health care and social 
assistance firms. The average 
loan amount for all applica-
tions approved was $239,152, 
an SBA report shows.

“Oh my god,” said Alex 
Steed, co-owner of Knack 
Factory, a video production 
firm in Portland, Maine, that’s 
awaiting funding for a loan. 
“This is playing out just about 
exactly how I expected it to. 
It never felt like this was for 
small business owners any-
way or manufactured with 
our needs in mind.”

AMERICAN LEGION PRESENTS AWARDS

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris American Legion Post 211 recently presented former post commander Ted Lang, left, 
with an award for 50 years of service to the American Legion. Post commander Paul Hanks is 
holding a similar award for Monica Rollins. A 75-year award for Jim Elam was presented posthu-
mously to Elam’s family.

Small business fears come true
Virus rescue funds 
run out, goverment 
seeks more lenders
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so much, but more on the 
social interaction side,” said 
Huber. “A lot of the kids are 

missing the 
interactions 
of being at 
school. I think 
a lot of it is 
being stuck at 
home.”

B o a r d 
member Kar-

en Webster agreed. She said 
her son complains this situa-
tion is not normal and misses 
seeing his friends and socializ-
ing with them.

Corey Chaney, another 
board member, expressed his 
gratitude for the effort teachers 
are making. He said his daugh-
ter appreciates the cards and 
letters she gets from teachers.

“School is the center of the 
academic world, but this situa-
tion shows you how important 
it is in other areas like meals 
and social interaction,” said 
Huber.

The shelter at home order 
keeping students from school 
is set to expire April 30, but it 
could be extended if the rate of 
infection has not sufficiently 
subsided by that time. Uncer-
tainty is making it difficult to 
plan the big end of year events 
like graduation and a senior 
trip.

Huber said the senior class 
did cancel a trip to Florida 
since so many of the resorts 
are closed, and the class did get 
most of the deposits refund-
ed. He said the students who 
signed up to go still want a trip 
so something less elaborate 
may present itself when safe to 
do so.

A bigger difficulty is getting 
a commitment for graduation.

“We are still planning on 
May 17 if everything is clear,” 
said Huber, adding the senior 
class was polled about prefer-
ences and there is support for 
an official ceremony if possible. 
“We will do it in June if we have 
to.”

He added support for a com-
mencement exercise drops pre-

cipitously among the seniors if 
the date is pushed into July. 

Responding to a question, 
interim superintendent Jim 
Acklin said the Illinois State 
Board of Education had not 
announced a decision as of 
Tuesday about ending the 
school year. He noted Ohio, 
Indiana and Missouri have de-
clared the 2019-2020 school 
year finished and students are 
not expected back into school 
until the start of the 2020-
2021 academic year.

“I think the state board is 
waiting to see what the gover-
nor does about extending the 
executive orders,” Acklin said.

Acklin discussed mainte-
nance issues in his report. He 
said Davis-Houck completed 
an inspection of the steam 
traps for the high school’s 
heating system. A total of 81 
traps were inspected and 39 
were leaking. 

He said a program by the 
utility company Ameren is 
paying almost all of the cost 
of the inspection and Ameren 
is also providing up to $100 
per trap for repairs. As a re-
sult, Unit 6 will pay only about 
$7,000 toward replacing the 
faulty steam traps.

“It (the steam heating sys-
tem) will operate more effi-
ciently and save us money,” 
Acklin said.

 A $14,293 bid from Bar-
beck Communications was 
approved to upgrade the se-
curity system at the junior 
high and high school with 16 
new cameras and supporting 
computer hardware. Also ap-
proved was the purchase of 
new high school chemistry 
and biology textbooks as part 
of the next budget.

“That will replace books 
that are not just old but are an-
cient,” said Acklin. “The new 
textbooks come with all of the 
bells and whistles for online 
access.”

Huber advocated for the 
purchase, saying the biology 
and chemistry books currently 
in use are more than just physi-
cally deteriorated. They are not 
compliant with the current sci-
ence learning standards. 
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MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

ON SALE 
April 17-April 23

FavoritesFavorites
under one roof!under one roof!

Jack Daniels 750ml

$22.43

Angry Orchard 6pk

$8.63
Keystone 30pk

$14.99
Best 30pk

$14.99
Fireball 750ml

$16.99

All your All your 

Dr. McGillicuddy’s
Coffee & Cherry 

$16.99

Drive-up window 
AVAILABLE

ALL Barefoot  10% OFF
ALL Blue Moon 10% OFF

Bacardi 1.75ml

$23.93
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five priorities for the district:
nEnsure that nobody goes 

hungry.
nProvide equal access to ed-

ucation for all.
nBoost the mental health of 

those in need.
nEnsure the safety and 

health of our families.
nBe a good human.
The district has also provid-

ed school supplies and spon-
sored a drive-thru art show at 
Memorial School featuring 
student art.

Larson expressed concern 
about the mental health of 
the community given some 
factories and retail stores have 
closed while families are home 
together and parents are now 
actively involved in their child’s 
education.

“We’re trying to keep things 
as positive as possible,” he em-
phasized. “We’re taking it day 
by day.”

The first official casualty of 
the school shutdown is the 
annual Mayo eighth grade 

on, if the sick person is capa-
ble of doing so. 

Firefighter Justin Jackson 
said dispatchers are doing 
a good job of asking callers 
about symptoms so first re-
sponders know what to expect 
and dispatchers are also get-
ting people to meet first re-
sponders outside the home, or 
if they are not capable of doing 
that, advising others present 
in the home to stay in anoth-
er room to minimize contact 
with first responders. 

“That way we don’t put our-
selves in danger,” said Gates.

Firefighters are not neces-
sarily gowned and masked for 
every medical call, but they 
do for those involving fever, 
respiratory problems, heart 
attack, strokes and difficulty 
breathing.

Each truck is equipped with 
a plastic tote holding enough 
masks, gowns, gloves, goggles 
and other protective gear for 
three runs, and the depart-
ment set up a quick refill sta-
tion in the truck bay by pulling 
inventory from the hazardous 
materials trailer. Each truck is 
also equipped with a bio-haz-
ard bag to hold items that can 
be used only once and a sec-
ond bag for some items that 
can be cleaned and re-used.

Much of the equipment 
for a mass casualty incident 
was obtained through feder-
al grants when eastern Edgar 
County was considered in the 
danger zone of an accidental 
VX nerve agent release from 
the former Newport Chemi-
cal Weapons Depot across the 
Indiana state line. 

While the paper suits are 
sufficient for the moment, 
the department also has a 
supply of Tyvek suits and full-
blown haz-mat suits. Gates 
said as part of the COVID-19 
preparation, the department 
purchased adapters for the 
full-face masks used with the 
Self-Contained Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBA) tanks fire-
fighters wear when entering 
burning buildings. The adapt-
ers allow an N-95 filter to at-
tach to the mask.

According to Gates, those 
filters will become important 
response items once the coun-
ty starts getting confirmed 
COVID-19 cases. As of Friday 
morning, 59 Edgar County 
residents had been tested for 
COVID-19 with 54 negative 
results and five pending cases.

Gates said first responders 
like fire and police are work-
ing closely with the Horizon 
Health EMS ambulance first 
responders, the hospital, the 
Edgar County Health Depart-
ment and the Edgar County 
Emergency Services and Di-
saster Agency to coordinate 
effort and response. 

He gave high marks to 
ESDA coordinator Jill Taylor 
for staying on top of what the 
agencies need and trying to 
get those supplies through the 
state.
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — The Chris-
man Board of Education got a 
demonstration of the kind of 
technology teachers are using 
to keep in touch with students.

Josh Barrett, whose compa-
ny is designing and installing 
solar arrays for the district’s two 
campuses, made a progress re-
port using Internet-based vid-
eo conferencing from his home 
in northern Illinois.

Barrett had a mix of good 
and bad news regarding the 
project. He said the City of 
Chrisman issued a building 

permit, and Ameren has issued 
a net metering permit. Those 
two achievements are not 
enough to start construction.

“We are waiting on Ameren 
to complete a detailed study 
about the alternative energy 
already on the grid,” said Bar-
rett.

Another hinderance is all of 
the Illinois’ block grant money 
for solar construction is gone. 
It is Barrett’s understanding a 
major corporation swept it all 
up for a big project.

“We are on hold waiting for 
renewables to move forward,” 
said Barrett, adding he is con-

fident that will happen because 
Illinois has a stated goal to be 
100 percent in renewable en-
ergy by 2050. “Once funding 
comes available, we can move 
quickly.”

According to Barrett, there 
is a chance the solar project can 
move forward this summer or 
fall depending on what the leg-
islature does with funding.

He also briefly discussed 
some of the landscaping that 
will accompany the solar ar-
rays. The solar panels for the el-
ementary school will be placed 
on property on Madison Street 
so the emphasis is having at-

Chrisman solar project ready to move ahead
tractive landscaping that 
will somewhat shield the 
array from view without 
casting shade on the panels.

The array at the high 
school campus will not be 
as noticeable to the public, 
but it too will require appro-
priate landscaping.

“It will have low-growth 
pollinator plants to reduce 
maintenance,” said Barrett, 
adding the fencing around 
the site will include access 
so high school science class-
es can use the plants and 
other features of the site for 
learning projects.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS — The Kansas 
Community Unit School Dis-
trict #3 Board of Education did 
some serious social distancing 
for the Wednesday, April 15, 
board meeting.

Only interim superinten-
dent John Hasten and board 
president Mark Eskew were 
physically present and the re-
maining board members par-
ticipated through a conference 
call. 

Prior to the meeting, Has-
ten explained only one action 
item was to occur and all oth-

Kansas BOE meets briefly

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris firefighter Justin Jackson wears a modified face mask 
used with the Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SBCA) 
air tanks firefighters use when entering a burning building. 
In preparation for the COVID-19 pandemic, the department 
purchased adapters so the masks can also accept an N-95 respi-
rator filter. The adapter allows the mask to serve dual function 
depending on the needs at the time. When dealing with a fire, 
the air hose attaches. The N-95 filter goes on if it is a COVID-19 
response.

class trip to Holiday World, 
Larson said. “We are not 
comfortable taking the class 
members on a trip to a place 
that is routinely filled with 
lots of people,” he noted. 

As for eighth grade rec-
ognition night, Larson said 
Mayo principal Kyle Shay 
and teachers are “very seri-
ously considering an alter-
native way to celebrate the 
eighth-grade students.”

Bailey said he supports 
the decision of the admin-
istrative team. “We trust 
you to do what you think 
is right,” Bailey observed. 
“The high school gradua-
tion is a bigger deal.”

Larson said the district 
administration and staff is 
just taking it day by day.

Board president Kev-
in Knoepfel asked if stu-
dents are reaching out to 
their teachers. Vaughn said 
teachers have been hearing 
from students but also have 
reached out to those who 
have not signed on for class 
assignments.

Vaughn also noted teach-
ing teams are meeting re-
motely. “Everyone is trying 
really hard to reach out in 
a positive way,” she said. 
“We’d like 100% participa-
tion of course, but we’re in 
uncharted waters.”

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The monetary flow to the 
Paris Union School District 95 
will likely be slowed due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 virus, the 
board members learned during 
their monthly meeting Mon-
day, April 13.

Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson report-
ed Regional Superintendent 
of Schools Kyle Thompson 
reached out to districts who 
receive the 1% retail sales tax 
that the state has decreed retail 
businesses do not have to pay 
the tax for six months to help 
with cash flow due to mandat-
ed closings by Gov. J.B. Pritzker.

In addition, revenue is ex-
pected to decrease by 10-20% 
due to the shutdown, Larson 
said. 

Local property taxes will also 
likely be delayed, Larson said. 
In talking with Edgar County 
Treasurer Donald Wiseman, 
Larson said Wiseman’s office 
has been working with a skele-
ton crew due to the shutdown. 
It is possible, Larson explained, 
that property taxes may be 
three to six months late.

Larson said not only are 
property taxes expected to be 
delayed, “We should expect 
them to be diminished by 
5-10%.”

State officials are looking at a 
way to ease the financial burden 
of Illinois residents who are not 
working, Larson said, and a re-
duction in property taxes is one 
way being strongly considered.

Board member Beetle Bai-
ley asked whether it is possi-
ble the six months of 1% sales 
tax receipts might be forgiven. 
Larson answered forgiveness 
is likely to support small busi-
nesses.

Larson emphasized the rev-
enue changes do not affect the 
fiscal year 2020 budget.

In a bit of good news, the 
Paris 95 district will receive 
$358,000 from the federal 

School district expects 
monetary flow to diper business matters for the 

board were deferred to the 
May meeting. The meeting 
immediately went into exec-
utive session for a personnel 
matter once it convened.

Coming out of executive 
session, the board approved 
an honorable dismissal for 
Mariah Witmer effective at 
the end of the school year. 
Witmer is employed as a 
one-on-one aide for a spe-
cial needs student, and Has-
ten said that student is mov-
ing from the district so the 
one-on-one aide position is 
no longer required.

stimulus law, Larson said. 
The funds must be used to 
support Title 1 students, 
nutrition and technology. “I 
had absolutely no idea what 
to expect,” Larson said.

In other business, the 
board:
nApproved an emergen-

cy resolution provided by 
the Illinois Association of 
School Boards giving the 
superintendent the author-
ity to act on behalf of the 
district. This also involves 
certain board policies.
nApproved a resolution 

allowing the district to sub-
mit a consolidated plan for 
all the Title I, Title II, etc. 
grants.
nApproved the employ-

ee and student handbooks 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.
nApproved the annual 

treasurer’s bond.
nEmployed Suzanne 

Brouwer as the eighth-grade 
math teacher at Mayo. She 
has been teaching math as 
a substitute teacher but has 
completed the necessary 
classwork for her endorse-
ment.
nHeard the IESA has 

canceled all activities and 
sports for the remainder of 
the school year.
nReceived an update on 

the continuing upgrade of 
Allen Field. The new basket-
ball court has been poured 
and the goals are being 
erected. The press box for 
the baseball field is complet-
ed and the outfield has been 
seeded.
nMaintenance work is 

underway in all the Paris 
95 schools. The district is 
moving ahead with all its 
planned maintenance for 
the summer. “We want to be 
able to get our teachers into 
the classrooms well before 
the beginning of the new 
school year,” Larson said.

REUSE
the news
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had with municipal officials 
and reported something the 
state is working rapidly to cor-
rect is the application and filing 
system for unemployment in-
surance.

The mayor added the cur-
rent system was designed for 
the numbers of unemployed 
people in the 2009-2010 reces-
sion, but that is inadequate for 
the staggering number of peo-
ple who have lost their jobs or 
been furloughed from work. 

“We have five times as many 
people now,” said Smith. 

He also supported a recent 
Pritzker directive that anyone 
considered a frontline worker 
who contracts COVID-19 has 
an unchallengeable presump-
tion they became infected at 
work when filing a worker’s 
compensation claim. Frontline 
workers are those employed 
by essential businesses such as 
grocery stores, pharmacies, gas 
stations, retail distributors and 
other facilities.

“I think the state recognizes 

this is a problem,” said Smith.
Multiple business, manufac-

turing and retail associations 
issued a press release earlier in 
the day condemning the move. 
The business groups asserted 
employees must prove con-
tracting the disease was a result 
of work and not from some 
other exposure in order to 
claim any medical and pay ben-
efits associated with a worker’s 
compensation claim.

Frontline workers also in-
clude city employees who must 
remain on the job to keep the 
city operational. 

Smith commended the city 
workers who responded to and 
fixed a water main break during 
the early morning hours Mon-
day. 

“Anybody who works for the 
city doesn’t get a break, even 
though we are going through 
this,” said Smith.

There was a brief discussion 
related to the Small Business 
Stabilization grants local busi-
nesses can seek with support 
from the city. Those applica-
tions are currently with the 
city’s grant writer for prepara-

tion but council members were 
confused by how to safely con-
duct a required public hearing 
for the grants given the shelter-
at-home order and the recom-
mendations for social distanc-
ing and not having more than 
10 people in a group. 

Smith suggested the public 
meeting be held over a call-in 
phone conference as the city 
meetings are currently being 
conducted.

“It will be interesting to see 
how all of this (the grant mon-
ey) will funnel down and how 
much,” said Smith.

In regular business, the 
council approved paying more 
than $1 million in bills. City ad-
ministrator Michael Martin ex-
plained the bill payments were 
exceptionally large because of 
more than $854,000 due in 
bond payments for a United 
States Department of Agricul-
ture loan. Also approved was 
using $23,906 in Motor Fuel 
Tax funds to pay debt certifi-
cates for the turn lane and other 
road improvements at the state 
Route 1 and 1200th (High 
School Road) intersection. 

COUNCIL
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DONALD WALTERS
 Donald R. “Don” Walters, 

89, of Paris, pitched a no-hit-
ter on Good Friday, April 10, 

2020, and 
entered the 
big leagues 
as he joined 
his beloved 
wife and his 
Lord and 
Savior Jesus 
Christ in 
heaven. 

In keep-
ing with the 
federal man-

dates, the service is limited 
to immediate family only 
and a service will be held 
at a more appropriate time 
once the pandemic is over. 
American Legion Post 211 
is providing military honors. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is assisting with the 
arrangements

 Mr. Walters was born July 
16, 1930, in Clark County, 
the son of the late Sherman 
and Clara Mae Fox Walters. 
He married LaVerne Ann 
Jones Walters Jan. 28, 1954, 
at Richlands, N.C.  She pre-
ceded him in death Feb. 10, 
2014.  

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Debbie (Terry) 
Sturgell of Paris and Lori 
(Tater) Erwin of Paris; four 
grandchildren, Kris ( Jai-
me Rukstales) Sturgell of 
Gurnee, Travis (Stefanie & 
Kade Ray) Sturgell of Par-
is, Heath (Beth) Erwin of 
Springfield and Kayla ( Jor-
don Keys) Erwin of Paris; 
one great-grandchild, Riley 
Dawson; and three foster 
great-grandchildren, I’Yon-
na, Bentley and Briley.  

He was preceded in death 
by an infant sister, Doris Ma-

rie Walters.
Mr. Walters was a graduate 

of Paris High School where 
he played baseball, basket-
ball and ran track.  He was 
employed at the U.O. Col-
son Company/The Colson 
Company for 45 years, being 
the final employee when the 
company closed, and was 
also a member of the Col-
son 20-Year Club, served on 
the Board of the U.O. & Ada 
G. Colson Foundation and 
bowled in the Colson Bowl-
ing League in the 60s. He 
also worked at Walt’s Stamp 
Shop in Paris. 

He was a member of the 
former Trinity United Meth-
odist Church where he was 
resident of the Men’s Club 
and organized the annu-
al Men’s Club Chili Sup-
per, sang in the choir, was 
a Trustee, a member of the 
administrative council and 
was a Beacon Stuffer. He was 
more recently a member of 
New Beginnings Church of 
Paris, where he was a found-
ing member, did much of the 
finishing work on the build-
ing, was a church elder and 
organized church volunteers 
to serve at the Lighthouse 
Mission in Terre Haute and 
ring the bell for the Salvation 
Army. He was also one of 
the earliest members of the 
Paris Booster Club and was 
a member of the American 
Legion Post 211. He served 
in the United States Marine 
Corps during the Korean 
War.

Mr. Walters was lovingly 
known as the energizer bun-
ny, as he never let any grass 
grow under his feet as there 
was always work to be done. 
Whether he was tending to 
his own magnificent garden 

from which he loved to share 
his produce with his family 
and friends, helping remodel 
his daughters’ and grandchil-
dren’s houses over the years, 
or doing work at the church, 
he was always happiest when 
keeping busy. He was also 
commonly known as the 
World’s Greatest Cubs Fan 
and vowed not to leave this 
world without watching his 
beloved Cubs win the World 
Series. 

He also loved watching 
the Fighting Illini and the 
Chicago Bears and spent 
hours during the winter 
working in his model train 
room. He loved all sports 
and especially enjoyed 
watching his grandchil-
dren and great-grandson at 
their sporting events, rarely 
missing a ballgame, track/
cross-country meet or ten-
nis match. He also was a 
man of his word as he kept 
his promise to his wife that 
he would take her home to 
North Carolina every year to 
see her family, and he did so 
for 60 years.

Mr. Walters was an amaz-
ing daddy, grandpa and 
great-grandpappy and was 
a friend to so many people 
who loved him dearly. He 
adopted many of his daugh-
ters and grandchildren’s 
friends and treated them like 
family. He was always will-
ing to serve others and led 
by example of how to live a 
Christian life. He will tru-
ly be missed by those who 
loved him. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the New Be-
ginnings Church of Paris.

Online condolences at  
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris Cooperative 
High School board of direc-
tors were updated on the 
COVID-19 school closure 
and took care of routine 
business during its monthly 
meeting Monday, April 13, 
in the high school library.

The meeting was held with 
Paris 95 Superintendent of 
Schools Jeremy Larson and 
Crestwood Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young 
present in person for the 
meeting as well as assistant 
principal Mark Cox — who 
will become school prin-
cipal July 1 — and board 
members Kevin Knoepfel 
and John Sanchez. Board 
president Keith Trogdon and 
members Amy Isaf, Mary Liz 
Wright and Jim Blue attend-
ed via WebEx by phone. Also 
attending by phone were 
teachers union president 
Jordan Stallings and Nancy 
Zeman.

During the brief meeting, 
the board:
nApproved the Illinois 

Association of School Board 
(IASB) resolution concern-
ing emergency operation of 
the school during the sus-
pension of the school year 
due to the COVID-19 virus. 
The resolution gives Larson 
and Young in connection 
with Trogdon authority to 
act and make decisions in 
the interests of the school 

and public safety.
nEmployed Adam Vilk as 

an assistant boys basketball 
coach.
nCommended the high 

school teachers for the work 
they are doing with the PHS 
students.
nCommended Cox and 

network supervisor Joanna 
Knoepfel for the Edgar vid-
eos they have distributed on 
social media.
nHeard the math commit-

tee has made a decision on 
new math books.

As of Monday, the school 
administration did not have 
a decision if school for the 
remainder of the year would 
be canceled.

In answer to a question 
concerning graduation, 
prom and special awards, 
Larson said until the Illinois 
State Board of Education 
provides information, “it is 
premature for us to discuss 
end of year plans.”

Larson said the end of a 
student’s public school edu-
cation is an important mile-
stone that, “we take very 
seriously.” There is much to 
consider including special 
awards, scholarships and 
preparing for college, he said, 
and, “we want to make sure it 
is correct.”

Cox has been posting pic-
tures of PHS seniors on the 
school’s Facebook page along 
with their fondest memories 
from their high school years.

High school updates 
closure information

WALTERS

WANDA MOSCHENROSE
Wanda Lou Moschenrose, 

89, of Paris, and formerly of 
Sullivan, passed away at 1:58 

p.m. Wednes-
day, April 15, 
2020, at Burn-
side Marshall 
R ehab i l i ta-
tion & Nurs-
ing, Marshall.  

 At her re-

quest, no public services are 
planned. Private burial is in 
Green Hill Cemetery, Sullivan. 
Templeton Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Paul Warner Animal 
Rescue.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

RAMONA KUYKENDALL
OAKLAND — Ramona 

Louise Kuykendall, 65, of 
Charleston, and formerly of 

O a k l a n d , 
passed away 
T u e s d a y , 
April 14, 
2020, at her 
home.

The family 
will hold a 
private me-

morial service, with a public 

PAUL BELOBRAYDIC
OAKLAND — Edward 

Paul Belobraydic, 71, of Oak-
land, passed away on Thurs-

day, April 
16, 2020, at 
his daugh-
ter’s home in 
White Heath.

Per his 
request, the 
family will 
hold a pri-
vate memo-
rial service at 
a later date. 
Krabel Fu-

neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made in honor of Mr. Be-
lobraydic to the Billijeanne 
Belobraydic S.E.A. Memorial 
Scholarship at Shiloh High 
School at Hume. Donations 
for the scholarship can be sent 
to Krabel Funeral Home.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

BELOBRAYDIC MOSCHENROSE

KUYKENDALL

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Farmers in Edgar Coun-
ty who are interested in, or 
are, beginning to use cover 
crops and/or conservation 
tillage have access to funds 
through the local Precision 
Conservation Manage-
ment (PCM) program and 
the USDA-NRCS office. 

The funds are available 
through the Illinois Corn 
Growers Association’s 
award for PCM as a Re-
gional Conservation Part-
nership Program (RCPP) 
of the NRCS, creating a 
fund for the Conserva-
tion Stewardship Program 
(CSP). Producers are paid 
on a per acre basis for 
meeting NRCS standards 
(i.e. soil conservation, wa-
ter quality) and then are 
paid an additional incen-
tive based on the practices 
he/she chooses to imple-
ment.

Annual payments can 
range from $1,500 to 
$40,000, based on acreage 
enrolled and practice com-
pletion. CSP is a five-year 
commitment intended to 
aid farmers through the 
initial years of new practic-
es as soil health and other 
benefits are realized.

PCM is a farmer-driven 
program striving to realize 
those benefits in a financial 
understanding. Farmers 
applying for these CSP 
funds will receive free con-

Exclusive funds available 
for Edgar County farmers

sultation from PCM Special-
ist Clay Bess to analyze where 
conservation would most 
positively impact the opera-
tion’s bottom line. 

“PCM has farmers who 
are planting 2,000 acres of 
cover crops and farmers who 
are trying out 20 to 40 acres,” 
Bess said. 

Along with these exclusive 
funds, PCM pays $750 to the 
farmer while value in his/her 
data builds and offers a $10 
per acre cost share for cover 
crops if the grower supplies to 
Frito Lay or Bunge. Program 
data shows strip-till corn and, 
separately, spring/summer 
applied nitrogen are the most 
profitable classes in their re-
spective systems.

Contact Bess at 309-445-
0278, or the local NRCS Field 
Office 217-465-5325, to learn 
more or to apply for the PCM 
funds. Application does not 
lock-in a contract, but it does 
qualify the farmer for accep-
tance and a follow-up meet-
ing with PCM and the NRCS 
this summer for planning. 

The deadline for applica-
tion is May 29 and producers 
are encouraged to contact 
PCM or the NRCS as soon as 
possible.

BRIAN HAMMER 
Montelle Hammer, 61, of 

Martinsville, passed away at 
3:25 p.m.  Thursday, April 16, 

2020, at his 
home.

 At his re-
quest there 
will be no 
s e r v i c e s . 
G r e e n w e l l 
F u n e r a l 
Home is in 

charge of the arrangements.
 Memorials donations may 

be made to Martinsville Ele-
mentary School, or the local 
food bank of choice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

HAMMER

celebration of life to be held 
at a later date. Krabel Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

REUSE
the news



Editor, The Prairie Press:
This motto of the fictional Three 

Musketeers was in full display on 
the pages of The Prairie Press in 
Saturday’s edition.

As I read the various and sundry 
stories of how our community 
rallied to fight the invidious coro-
navirus (or COVID-19 or Wuhan 
flu), a certain amount of pride in 
Paris and environs emerges. As of 
this writing, no such case has been 
reported in Edgar County.  

Part of this is due to the efforts of 
ordinary citizens coming together 
to prepare for the worst, as well as 
preparing the most vulnerable of 
our citizens for the possible on-
slaught. When I read the news sto-
ries, I was struck by the number of 
former students, former colleagues, 
neighbors and acquaintances who 
have done yeoman work to help 
Paris and community.  

Schools have opened for food 
distribution to those who are 
food-challenged, students are given 
help to keep up with studies with 
laptops, senior citizens have been 
offered transportation to medical 
appointments, volunteers have 
created masks which will help stop 
the spread of the virus.

Restaurants have shifted their 
focus on sit-down meals to take-
away and curbside offerings for 
those who need that kind of help at 
mealtime.

People have adjusted to the wear-
ing of masks (most of the time) and 

social distancing, helped by some 
businesses marking the six-foot 
recommendations. Yesiree, Bob. All 
hands to the wheel, all workers on 
deck, all together to defeat or stop 
the dreaded pandemic. United we 
stand, divided we fall. It was a good 
feeling reading the pages of the 
paper. Churches are encouraging 
individuals to pray and are holding 
virtual services to keep Christians 
united.

Until I came to Mr. Bennett’s 
screed. It seems that in a time of 
need to be united, he could not 
contain his contempt for President 
Trump and the efforts being made 
in this crisis. So instead of becoming 
a uniter, he has become a divider. 
Until this pandemic is past, could 
he (and others) just set aside their 
policy differences and become part 
of the solution? A resident of Edgar 
County encouraging unity, strength 
and singleness of purpose would be 
a powerful voice saying we are all in 
this together and push back against 
the forces of division.

That is my challenge, Mr. Ben-
nett. Step up to help and encourage 
your fellow Edgar Countians.  
There will be time enough to parse 
the president’s words and actions 
when the pandemic ends, as it will.  

If you need examples of uplifiting 
articles, read some of the recent 
posts on our web site, www.com-
monsense42.com. Hop on board 
the united, community-based fight 
for our families, friends and neigh-

bors. Unite, don’t divide.
Russ Witmer

Paris

Author claims 
misrespresention

Editor, The Prairie Press:
Last week you published a letter 

from a person critiquing my article 
titled: “Comfort Food and Toilet 
Paper.” Critiques I can handle, but 
that letter misrepresented both my 
words and my motivation.  

What I had written as a resplen-
dent applauding of America’s prog-
ress as a nation (and in particular 
the matter of hygiene) was derided 
as fear mongering, racist, isolation-
ist, against universal health care, etc. 
The accusations were spurious and 
tagging me as a racist was offensive.  

By using slanderous name calling 
and disingenuous statements, the 
writer was doing what all who are 
indoctrinated into progressive liber-
alism do against anyone who speaks 
truth while being intellectually op-
posed to liberalism’s herd mentality. 
I urge the critic to temporarily set 
aside their weltanschauung and try 
re-reading the piece with an open 
mind. I stand unapologetic for ap-
preciating the wonderful privilege 
of being a citizen of the greatest 
nation on the planet.   

Readers can draw their own 
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The libertarian-leaning 
Illinois Policy Institute has 
tried reaching out more to 
Dem-
ocratic 
legislators 
since Gov. 
Bruce 
Rauner 
lost his 
re-election 
bid. Raun-
er at one 
point was 
so close 
to the 
group that he fired several 
of his longtime staffers and 
replaced some of them with 
IPI staff, which did not 
work out well, to say the 
least.

The organization’s 
political wing has contrib-
uted money to more than a 
few legislative Democrats’ 
campaign funds in recent 
months and they were able 
to introduce some biparti-
san legislation last year and 
this year.

An IPI staffer even posed 
for a picture with Gov. JB 
Pritzker and posted it on 
Twitter last year. “Looking 
forward to working with his 
administration,” the caption 
read. It’s been on a serious 
mission to change its image.

If you go to its website, 
you’ll see the IPI has 
devoted an entire section 
to empathetic interviews 
with small business 
owners about how they’re 
faring during the pandem-
ic. They’re well-written, 
including one featuring 
the owner of a Chicago 
restaurant.

“In general everyone is 
standing, waiting in the 
wings until we’re allowed 
to open back up regularly, 
which obviously no one 
knows when that’s going 
to be yet,” the owner was 
quoted as saying.

The organization claimed 
this week in a private 
Facebook group it runs that 
it wants the state to begin 
planning to reopen the 
economy and, “give people 
visibility on what that might 
look like.”

But then it tipped its 

Choose your 
partner, and 
do-si-do

State needs life raft

I ran into University of Illinois President 
Tim Killeen recently at a reception. This was 
before we all began staying at home, of course. 

Tim chided me for not writing 
about all the great things 
going on at his university. I am 
sure he had in mind, among 
other initiatives, the $1 billion 
Discovery Partners Institute 
(DPI) to be led by the U. of I. 
in Chicago’s South Loop. 

DPI is a major, high-tech ap-
plied research project critical to 
Chicago and the University of 
Illinois. Killeen’s big challenge 
is to persuade the University 

of Chicago and Northwestern University into 
becoming major, and probably somewhat equal 
partners. The courtship is, however, fraught with 
issues of institutional status, ambition and ego.

A former university colleague of mine once 
quipped that interinstitutional cooperation 
among universities was an unnatural act among 
unwilling partners. That is not true, of course. 
These three universities and their scientists col-
laborate at Argonne National Lab (managed by 
University of Chicago), Fermilab and elsewhere, 
yet there are delicate pecking order sensitivities. 
A little background.

The Center for World University Rankings 
for 2019 evaluated 20,000 institutions on the 
basis of research output, outcomes of graduates 
and more, and ranked the University of Chica-
go, Northwestern and UI-Urbana Champaign as 
10th, 15th and 20th in the world, in that order. 
That ranks UIUC ahead of Kyoto, Japan’s top 
university, and a raft of big-name universities 
such as Duke and several Ivy League schools. 

The three Illinois institutions are true, big-
deal, multi-billion-dollar operations in a world 
that is being transformed at warp speed by 
digital, quantum and DNA bits. Their rankings 
near the top are absolutely essential to the future 
of Chicago and Illinois.

University rankings are all flawed, not least 
because they compare apples and oranges. For 
example, University of Chicago has no engi-
neering school, while University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, until recently, had no med-
ical school. Yet, higher rankings equal prestige, 
more research grants and capacity to recruit the 
absolute best scholars. These research schools 
are measured not by their teaching quality but 
by their research output and discoveries.

University competition for talent is brutal. 
Campuses steal budding star scholars and 
their labs in the dark of night all the time. I am 
amazed that UIUC continues to hang on so 
well among the big boys, after two recent years 
without any state funding, caused by political 
stalemate in Springfield. It is a testament to 
Killeen and his academic leaders in the sciences 
and engineering.

The University of Chicago and Northwest-
ern are, however, not about to let downstate 
UIUC upstage them on their own turf with 
projects like DPI. Yet, UIUC needs DPI to get a 
stronger foothold in Chicago, in a world that is 
gravitating to the action and resources in global 
cities, while Chicago needs DPI in its struggle to 
remain a global city.

These top Illinois schools, as well as Chicago, 
have been late to the commercialization party, 
lagging by decades the old Stanford Research 
Institute (SRI International), the Research 
Triangle in North Carolina and Route 128 near 
MIT and Harvard. 

In 1992, for example, UIUC student Marc 
Andreesen and others developed Mosaic, a 
groundbreaking web browser.  Andreesen 
wanted to develop its potential in Urbana, but 
university officials stifled his efforts at such 
unseemly commercialization. So, he went to 
Silicon Valley, where he is now a billionaire 
investor in tech start-ups and a worldwide web 
legend. Microsoft developed the Mosaic basics 
into Internet Explorer.

Illinois writ large can’t let even more Andree-
sens do-si-do off to our coasts and China. That 
is what DPI is all about. It cannot be allowed to 
founder over egos and turf issues. 

(Jim Nowlan in an Illinois-based columnist. 
Nearly half a century ago, he wrote his PhD paper 
on the politics of higher education (University 
of Illinois Press, 1976). He has worked for three 
unindicted Illinois governors.)

Our world has been altered, our dai-
ly routines have been abruptly changed 
and our local communities are reeling 
from extraordinary times that include 
daily updates and disruptions resulting 
from novel coronavirus (COVID-19).

It’s difficult to wrap our brains 
around what is happening. In the 
past two weeks, America went from 
a booming economy to a recession 
accompanied by mandatory closings, 
shutdowns, cutbacks, layoffs — and 
more unknowns than knowns. 

The economic fallout locally is 
resulting in substantial hardship for 
many Edgar County families and indi-
viduals. With the added uncertainties 
of the coronavirus impact, the future 
looks even more unsure. Nothing in 
the economy is predictable right now.

And yet, in the midst of all the un-
predictability remains a steadfast truth 
that is completely predictable. Edgar 
County cares for its own, and through 
our care for one another, we find 
practical, substantive ways of providing 
hope in an otherwise ominous, if not 
overwhelming public health crisis. The 
need for hope is best recognized in 
times of crisis and an unprecedented 
crisis such as this amplifies our need 
for help, hope and healing. 

Edgar County is a haven for hope. Its 
leadership and citizens embody hope. 

The opportunities to experience it are 
as close to us as we are to our neigh-
bors, even when the crisis demands 
social distancing.

In the past week we have witnessed 
many examples of Edgar County, 
the city of Paris, Horizon Health and 
county school districts at their best. 
Government and health leaders, 
nonprofit organizations and commu-
nity business and civic leaders have 
collaborated on how best to assess and 
meet ever-increasing needs. 

One of the best examples of this has 
been spearheaded by county resident 
Kim Brown, who helped organize 
a group of volunteers to sew masks 
first for medical and nursing home 
personnel as well as essential workers. 
We’ve lost count on how many masks 
Brenda Adams, Kathy Jo Drake and so 
many others have made and the hours 
they’ve put in. 

Then there’s the team at Horizon 
Health, the Edgar County Health De-
partment and Edgar County Emergen-
cy Service Disaster Agency who have 
worked tirelessly on the preparations 
for COVID-19. This cooperation has 

allowed the dissemination of infor-
mation to The Prairie Press and other 
media to keep the public informed.

Finally, Edgar County school dis-
tricts have continued to go above and 
beyond what is required to ensure their 
students are safe and healthy, have 
food and have the opportunity to learn 
in their home. Parents have a new-
found appreciation of our classroom 
teachers and what they accomplish in 
our schools.

As the newspaper staff prepares 
the April 18 edition of The Prairie 
Press/Paris Beacon-News, our county 
remains one of 12 counties in Illinois 
— out of 102 total — which does not 
have a positive COVID-19 case. But 
we must continue to be vigilant, stay 
at home, wear a mask when outside 
of our homes and wash our hands. 
Of course we’d all like to get back to 
our normal lives, but at least for the 
present, we must make the best of this 
crisis. 

When united in purpose, the power 
and spirit of the Edgar County area 
community knows no bounds. Any 
challenge presents the opportunity 
to rise. Together we will persevere in 
compassionate courage as we work 
toward a restored sense of normalcy 
and in time, achieve a renewed spirit, 
stability and strength.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Edgar County’s true colors show

IPI vs. stay-
at-home 

Unity more powerful than political division
YOUR VIEW
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See MILLER, Page 7ASee LETTERS, Page 7A

Each of us will feel the effects of the coronavi-
rus quarantines differently.

Those on the front lines in hospitals and 
makeshift health care facilities 
will see the face of this pan-
demic firsthand.

Too many of them will be 
forced to battle with the virus 
themselves. Others of us who 
are fortunate enough to work 
remotely will be able to contin-
ue producing, albeit away from 
colleagues and the norms of 
pre-pandemic everyday life.

Many of the millions of 
small business owners will stay 

glued to the news, wondering how long their 
doors will have to remain closed and how much 
money they’ll end up losing. Many of them will 
end up shuttering for good.

Kristan Vaughan is one of those small busi-
ness owners crunching the numbers to figure 

JOHN
TILLMAN
GUEST 
COLUMN

See TILLMAN, Page 7A
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Courthouse gets chilly

Emergency repairs needed for courthouse boiler; security tech upgrade is going well

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

Employees at the Edgar 

County Courthouse suffered 

cold offices for a time after the 

building’s boiler failed.

County board member 

Andy Patrick discussed the 

situation during the board’s 

study session Monday, Jan. 27.

According to Patrick, it is 

believed a steam line under 

the concrete floor in the base-

ment has a leak, which did 

two things. It prevented suffi-

cient heat from getting to the 

rooms on the first floor and 

also meant too little water was 

returning to fill the conden-

sate tank.  
“I think we’ve got it going 

now,” said Patrick. “We are 

heating the second floor, but 

it is still difficult to get heat to 

the first floor.”

Edgar County Clerk and 

Recorder August Griffith has 

an office of the first floor and 

he told board members things 

have improved since some re-

pairs were made. 

“The office was 64 degrees 

this morning,” Griffin said 

Monday, noting the office 

temperature earlier in the 

emergency had dropped to 

approximately 45 degrees.

A bad situation grew worse 

when water was added to the 

condensate tank to make up 

for the loss in the steam line. 

The insufficiently heated wa-

ter caused cracks in the boiler.

“The fail safe should have 

stopped the cold water, I’m 

not sure why it didn’t,” said 

Patrick. 
Additional work needing 

done involves cutting through 

the basement floor and replac-

ing the bad pipe. Patrick said it 

appears this is a repeat prob-

lem because it is obvious the 

floor has been cut before.

Board member John Chit-

tick asked about the timing 

of repairing the boiler to up-

grades currently being done 

at the courthouse as part of a 

SmartWatt Energy project to 

gain efficiencies and reduce 

operating costs. Patrick esti-

mated the new installations by 

SmartWatt are about a month 

away from going online so 

boiler repairs are necessary to 

keep the courthouse warm in 

the meantime, adding a boil-

er will still be necessary as a 

backup to extreme weather af-

ter the SmartWatt renovations 

are complete.

Patrick is also working with 

the county’s insurance provid-

er about covering some of the 

costs. He was not able to pro-

vide an exact breakdown of 

expenses since an emergency 

repair is not biddable and the 

bills are still coming in.

Another boiler incident 

occurred Monday night when 

the Paris Fire Department 

was dispatched for a report 

of smoke in the courthouse. 

According to fire department 

personnel, light smoke was in 

the building but no fire was 

present. The boiler was over-

heated and firefighters cut off 

gas and electricity to the boil-

er.
Ross Carrell, the county’s 

I.T. specialist, was present 

for the study sessions and re-

ported security upgrades with 

new and more cameras in the 

county buildings are going 

well. 
“We are trying to get the 

panic buttons coordinated 

with the cameras so when 

somebody pushes a button 

the camera zooms in and the 

jail can see what’s going on,” 

said Carrell.

In addition to the new cam-

eras and installation of fiber 

optic lines to all buildings, 

the project did a significant 

upgrade to the server running 

the system. He estimated the 

server can hold video from 

all of the cameras for a year 

before rolling over to start 

writing over old files and re-

cording new data. 

“We put a lot of storage on 

that server,” he said.

See SESSION, Page 8A

YOUNG CHEFS COMPETE IN COOKING CONTEST

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Cooking team The Four Baguettes pose with their winning dish of Italian chicken, cole slaw and fruit at the con-

clusion of the Edgar County 4-H Food Challenge. Each walked out with their pick of kitchen electronics, including 

an electric griddle and a George Foreman grill. Left to right, Maddie Wheeler, Mack Cooglin, Adelyn Trapp and Cash 

Cooglin.

4-H kids tackle Food Challenge

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER

samantha@prairiepress.net

Chicken and canned fruit cocktail 

are not foods many people would 

combine, but young cooks turned 

them into delicious dishes during a 

food challenge Tuesday, Jan. 28.  

The Food Challenge is a 4-H 

event in cooperation with the Uni-

versity of Illinois Extension office 

to teach kids about food safety and 

nutrition. It is inspired by the Food 

Network’s “Chopped,” a hit compe-

tition where chefs compete to make 

the best dish using four mandatory 

surprise ingredients. Contestants 

have a time limit and are judged on 

taste and presentation. For the Food 

Challenge, kids also identified food 

groups and earned points for food 

safety.
“Chopped” is known for its wild 

card ingredients, which meant the 

five teams of young cooks had to in-

corporate canned fruit cocktail into 

plates that also had to include bone-

less chicken thighs, red onion and 

cabbage. Organizer Maria Crandall 

explained these ingredients were 

chosen because they were common 

and would not leave kids pressed for 

time.
“Nothing that would take so long 

to cook as to impact the timing of 

the dish,” said Crandall.

See CHALLENGE, Page 8A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

The Spice Girls came in second place at the Food Challenge with their fruity 

and savory chicken. Each girl won a miniature Crock Pot. From left, Ahlyssa 

Garwood, Alison Cash, Olivia Smith and Ella Bennett.

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The Northern 

Edgar County Ambulance (NE-

CAS) service is facing a new chal-

lenge.
Illinois has changed how emer-

gency medical response services 

are rated in order to comply with 

new federal guidelines. The ratings 

determine what services each agen-

cy is allowed to perform and what 

drugs can be administered when 

caring for patients during transport 

to a hospital.

As a result of the change, Illinois 

has eliminated the EMT-I (Emer-

gency Medical Technician-Inter-

mediate) status where NECAS was 

operating and moved the ambu-

lance service to AEMT (Advanced 

Emergency Medical Technician) 

level.
“It wasn’t anything Northern 

Edgar County did,” NECAS coor-

dinator Jeremy Neal said during the 

ambulance board meeting Tues-

day, Jan. 28. “These new protocols 

are at the national level. This is not 

supposed to be a downgrade but it 

sure feels like it.”

NECAS ambulance personnel 

have lost the ability to perform ap-

proximately seven procedures and 

administer about 10 medications 

that they were able to do in De-

cember.
Of particular concern to Neal, is 

the loss of the ability to use heart 

monitors and do manual defibril-

lation given the number of elder-

ly patients NECAS serves in the 

community at large and at Pleasant 

Meadows Senior Living. Using au-

tomatic defibrillators is acceptable.

“We know how, but we are not 

allowed to read heart monitors. 

We know how but we not allowed 

to do manual defibrillation,” said 

State 
rule 
change 
drops 
NECAS 
standing

See NECAS, Page 8A
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Tigers 
take 4th 
in a row

BY JEFF CHAMBERS

& DAN DUNDAS

prairiepresssports@gmail.com

FLORA — The Paris 

Tigers seem to be putting 

it all together right now as 

Coach Chase Brinkley’s 

team took its fourth win 

in a row with a 51-37 win 

over Little Illinis Confer-

ence foe Flora Friday.

The Tigers hit the road 

Tuesday to take on the 

Charleston Trojans at Bak-

er Gym.

PARIS 57, RED HILL 32

RED HILL — After 

taking down their Route 1 

rival Chrisman on Satur-

day and crossing state lines 

to squeeze past West Vigo 

Tuesday, the Paris Tigers 

boys team made it three in 

a row in a demonstrative 

win on the road against the 

Red Hill Salukis Wednes-

day night, 57-32. 

The rescheduled game 

from an earlier January 

cancellation didn’t deter 

the Tigers, as they have 

corrected themselves after 

a five game losing streak 

with three in a row, giving 

them a rare conference 

road win in the LIC. 

Paris Coach Chase Brin-

kley took time to recognize 

the positive mental aspect 

of the game. 
“It’s definitely easier 

when shots are falling as 

they have been for the past 

few games,” Brinkley not-

ed. “Hopefully now we un-

derstand that they are fall-

ing because we are getting 

inside out look, so those 

hosts we are taking are bet-

ter shots for us.” 

The Paris backcourt tan-

dem of Mason Hutchings 

and Garrett King scored 

half of the Tiger points, 

netting 15 and 13 respec-

tively. 
King was hot from the 

outside with two three 

pointers in the first quar-

ter, while Hutchings put 

in two scores and Jude 

Sullivan netted some free 

throws. 
Paris took their score of 

19-0 into the second with 

scores across the board 

with Conor Breneman get-

ting a three pointer. Coy 

Landrum and JR Brinker-

hoff added baskets. 

The Salukis struggled 

offensively for most of the 

game, facing a 30-16 deficit 

at halftime. For the game 

Red Hill made five three 

pointers, accounting for 

nearly half their point total. 

Hutchings had a strong 

third quarter with seven, 

with more scores from 

King. Preston Porter got 

into the scoring column in 

the fourth. 
The Salukis only man-

aged four fourth quarter 

points, as the Tigers easily 

cruised to the finish. 

“It looked like the boys 

were actually having fun 

out there and are playing 

for one another, and I love 

seeing that,” Brinkley said. 

“We also have been de-

fending and rebounding 

much better. Hopefully we 

can continue to do the little 

things that have helped us 

get these wins.” 
See PARIS, Page 10A
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TCT takes championship

Titans take care of Neoga 65-42 in regional final; headed to Casey sectional Monday

BY TIM HENDERSHOT

sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

NEOGA — The Tri-Coun-

ty Titans made easy work of 

the Neoga Lady Indians in 

the IHSA Class 1A regional 

Thursday, Feb. 13, downing 

the hosts 65-42.

With Thursday’s win, the 

Titans (26-5) will move on to 

the Casey-Westfield sectional 

, playing in the semifinals at 6 

p.m. against Brownstown Co-

-Op. Brownstown defeated 

Cowden 42-29 to advance to 

the sectional. Tip time is set 

for 6 p.m. at Casey-Westfield 

High School. 
A win Monday will move 

the Titans into the sectional 

title game. There it would be 

a matchup against the winner 

of the Altamont-Mowequa A 

& M game scheduled at 7:30 

p.m. Monday. The section-

al title game is set for 7 p.m. 

Thursday at Casey.

The number seven ranked 

Titans hoops squad have won 

14 straight going into the tital 

game, the Titans were looking 

for their fifth straight regional 

crown.
Thursday’s blowout was 

also TCT’s 15th straight win 

against Neoga team which 

fought back from a huge defi-

cit against Windsor/Steward-

son-Strasburg to win their 

semifinal game.  

Tri-County used their 

swarming pressure attack to 

keep Neoga off-balance to 

roll to the 65-42 win punch-

ing their ticket to the round 

of round f 32 in the IHSA 1A 

tourney.
The Titans went on an 11-0 

run early in the first quarter 

after giving up the first basket 

of the game using that pres-

sure defense to end the frame 

with 18 points.  

Of those points, 14 came 

from the combination of Tay-

ler Barry and Bella Dudley — 

who each netted seven points.  

The Indians finished with six 

to give Tri-County an 18-6 

lead.
Barry continued to go to 

work in the second quarter 

with her defense and shoot-

ing, notching 12 more points 

as part of a huge 26 point 

quarter.  
The Indians managed to get 

some transition buckets off 

of rebounds and steals in the 

second, going to the inside 

game more tallying 14 — but 

the Titans held a 44-20 lead at 

halftime.
Tri-County kept the pedal 

to the metal in the third quar-

ter as Barry added 13 more 

points leading the Titans to 

17 in the stanza.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Titans rolled to a 65-42 win over Neoga Thursday to take their fifth consecutive 

Class 1A regional title. The win moves TCT into the round of 32 and into the Casey-Westfield sec-

tional, facing Brownstown Co-Op at 6 p.m. Monday.

See TITANS, Page 10A

TCT 
splits 
games

Chrisman, Flora, 

West Vigo, Red Hill

all fall to Paris

LADY TIGERS TAKE REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

It was a big first step but the Paris Lady Tigers took control and rolled to a 71-46 win over the Sullivan Lady Indians Friday in 

the IHSA Class 2A regional at Sullivan High School. The Lady Tigers will host the sectional beginning Monday when they face 

St. Joseph-Ogden at 7:30 p.m., preceded at 6 p.m. by Teutopolis vs. Tolono, which upset Bismark-Henning Friday.

Sectionals, here we come!

BY DAN DUNDAS & JEFF CHAMBERS

prairiepresssports@gmail.com

SULLIVAN — That’s one game 

down, five more to go.

The Paris Lady Tigers disposed of 

the Sullivan Lady Indians 71-46 to take 

the Class 2A regional championship 

and take the first step towards — hope-

fully — a trip to the state tournament.

The Lady Tigers — now 33-0 — are 

now in the top 32 in their class in the 

state — but it’s no secret Coach Dave 

Tingley’s squad wants more. 

“We wanted to get back home to 

play in the sectional,” Tingley said fol-

lowing the game. “As many Paris fans 

made the trip over here on a Friday 

night, we want to pack the gym Mon-

day for the sectional.”

Paris fans weren’t the only ones in 

the stands. Also present was the entire 

Teutopolis girls team — who’ve al-

ready lost twice to the Lady Tigers.

One of the “bulletin board” quotes 

circulating in Paris circles is a state-

ment made by a couple of T-Town 

administrators/coaches. It seems the 

Lady Wooden Shoes have never lost to 

a team three times in one season.

If Paris and T-Town both win in the 

sectional semis Monday at PHS, we’ll 

find out if they will be good on their boast.

The battle between speed and size 

in the Sullivan Regional championship 

went to the way of the Paris Lady Ti-

gers Friday night, as they disposed of 

the host Sullivan Lady Indians 71-46, 

to take in their first regional champi-

onship since 2017. Also making an ap-

pearance eight days after a rough look-

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

It was a welcome sight for Lady Tiger fans when Karrington Krabel returned to the 

Paris starting lineup for the regional championship game Friday at Sullivan. Krabel 

injured her ankle in the senior night game against Lawrenceville and was unable to 

play in the Altamont or Marshall games. She scored 13 points in the title game.

Lady Tigers return home to 

face St.Joe in IHSA Class 2A 

sectional semis Monday

See CHAMPS, Page 11A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT

sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — The 

Tri-County boys’ basket-

ball team used a strong 

finish late, including a go-

ahead three-point shot 

from CJ Eackle, to beat 

visiting Cerro Gordo/Be-

ment 66-63 on Tuesday 

night. 
The first quarter saw 

CGB start the game on a 

7-0 run with five points 

coming from Connor 

Moore. The Titans first 

points came around the 

3:32 mark on a three-point 

shot by CJ Eakle, which 

started rally that included 

buckets from Mitch Pol-

lock and Cole McClain as 

Tri-County trailed 10-8 to 

end the opening period. 

The scoring for both 

teams cranked up in the 

second quarter as the 

Broncos took their lead to 

18-11, finishing with 22 

in the quarter. However, 

the Titans got an offensive 

boost as Eakle found open-

ings in transition to score 

six points while Pollock 

and McClain chipped in 

four point each, leading to 

a 32-28 deficit at halftime.

Tri-County kept its mo-

mentum going in the third 

quarter by utilizing the 

three-point shot as Eakle 

hit two and McClain add-

ed one of his own. One of 

Eakle’s three-point shots 

came with 2:25 left to go 

giving the Titans their first 

lead of the game at 40-38. 

The Titans scored 18 in the 

stanza to take a 46-40 lead. 

Both teams went shot 

for shot in the fourth 

quarter as Eakle hit two 

free-throws late to give the 

Titans a 63-60 lead. The 

Bronco’s Moore let the 

ball go behind the arc and 

drained the open three-

point shot with 38.5 sec-

onds left to tie the contest 

at 63-63. 
The Titans then set up 

the final shot, going from 

wing-to-wing until finding 

See TCT, Page 10A
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hand in the comment 
section.

“As an owner of two 
small businesses, one 
essential (radon mitigation), 
one a restaurant...nothing 
I can say will express the 
absolute disdain I have for 
this man or his policies,” a 
commenter complained 
about Pritzker.

A Policy Institute staffer 
replied to her comment 
asking if she would be open 
to speaking to a member 
of the IPI team. “We’ve 
been doing our best to give 
our community a voice on 
our site and pressure JB to 
reopen the state’s economy.”

Another commenter 
predicted Pritzker, “and his 
boss Lori Lightfoot will kill 
Illinois.” An IPI staffer re-
plied with the same request 
to speak with her about her 
story. “We’ve been featuring 
small business owners on 
our site to try to pressure 
the governor to reopen the 
state’s economy.”

The IPI’s privately 
admitted agenda did not go 
over well with the gover-
nor’s press secretary, as you 
might imagine.

“COVID-19 has left a 
trail of devastation across 
the globe- there is no coun-
try, no city, no community 
that is immune,” wrote 
Jordan Abudayyeh. “Every 
day, we grieve with the fam-

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

conclusions by referencing 
“Comfort Food and Toilet 
Paper” in the Prairie Press Sat-
urday April 5 edition or request 

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

it by emailing Jack Hoffman at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com or 
sourcing me on Facebook.  

Sincerely, 

Jack Hoffman
Paris

TILLMAN
FROM PAGE 6A

ilies who have lost loved ones 
in this battle. And we yearn for 
the time when life can return 
to normal,” she continued.

“We usually ignore the 
Illinois Policy Institute’s 
institutionalized and reflexive 
partisanship, but in this time 
of crisis, we cannot afford to 
let this dangerous ideology 
go unanswered. We all want 
the economy to reopen — no 
one more than the Governor. 
But to suggest that should 
happen before the science says 
it is safe is not only foolish, it’s 
dangerous.

“In Illinois, more than 500 
people have succumbed to the 
virus and more than 16,000 
people have been sickened. 
Those numbers climb every 
single day and because of 
that fact, an overwhelming 
majority of Illinoisans are 
working together to flatten the 
curve. The IPI has lobbied for 
some atrocious policies in the 
past, but this time their efforts 
could mean the difference be-
tween life and death for many 
Illinoisans. They need to stop 
lying to people about what’s 
at stake in this crisis and own 
up to the public responsibility 
we all have to be committed to 
a truthful and honest conver-
sation about our collective 
public health.”

Yikes.
A spokesperson for the IPI 

said they want the governor to 
establish, “a process and time-
line to safely and effectively 
open the economy, so we are 
not only protecting lives but 

also safeguarding livelihoods.”
But a timeline simply isn’t 

possible right now because 
literally nobody can say with 
certainty when this will all end.

The spokesperson went on 
to say the governor’s refusal 
to discuss this is causing 
uncertainty, which is, “making 
residents wary.”

“We will continue to tell 

their story,” he said. And con-
tinue the pressure, no doubt.

I’m thinking there will be 
no more photo-ops with the 
governor.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

out what the future looks 
like. She operates Vaughan 
Hospitality Group, with seven 
Irish pubs in Chicago and its 
suburbs.

“We’ve been in business 20-
plus years,” Vaughan said. “If I 
want to be open in two weeks, 
people will think I’m not con-
cerned and just want to make 
money. But for me not to be 
open, I stop making money 
and the expenses continue.

“So much of our lives, so 
many activities center around 
our businesses,” she added. 
“My son took his first steps 
in the restaurant. We’re here 
all the time. It would just be 
heartbreaking to lose them.”

As a lifelong entrepreneur, 
I understand Vaughan’s fears 
and feelings all too well. For 
many years, I owned and 
operated a Play it Again Sports 
business on the North Side. 
The margins were small and 
the work was hard, but it was 
rewarding and fulfilling.

In July 2007, I took the reins 
at the Illinois Policy Institute. 
A year later, Lehman Brothers 
folded and a slowing economy 
turned into the Great Reces-
sion. We raised no material 
revenue until late January 
2009. To survive, I cut every 
dollar of spending I could. I 
went without pay. I reached 
into my savings account and 
covered payroll, week after 
week and month after month.

So I cannot stop thinking 
about Vaughan, her family 
and her employees. I know 
what she’s going through. 
COVID-19 isn’t just creating 
budget crises for local, state 
and federal governments — it 
has unleashed a tidal wave of 
uncertainty for workers and 
small business owners.

As officials work to stop 
the health crisis in its tracks, 
lawmakers can provide a life 
raft that’s seaworthy for small 
businesses. And the state 

should do everything it can to 
take financial pressure off job 
creators to avoid pushing them 
underwater.

A good first step includes 
a delay in collecting business 
property taxes until at least 
Oct. 1, helping companies 
keep workers on the payroll. 
To cover the temporary loss 
to local governments, state 
officials can make use of emer-
gency borrowing authority 
granted in the state constitu-
tion to issue short-term bonds.

Other emergency measures 
include expanding Chicago’s 
fine and penalty relief policy 
statewide and broadening its 
scope. That means temporar-
ily halting tickets and towing 
for parking violations; sus-
pending the red-light camera 
program; and implementing 
a forgiveness program for 
existing violations for anyone 
making less than Illinois’ 
median household income 
who can demonstrate signif-
icant economic harm from 
COVID-19.

In the long term, fostering 
a strong economic recovery 
means eliminating avoidable 
uncertainty, particularly as it 
relates to tax burdens. That 
means abandoning plans to 
place a progressive tax hike 
on recovering businesses and 
canceling scheduled gas tax 
increases.

It also means pausing all 
new capital spending and 
re-prioritizing projects from 
last year’s $45 billion capital 
bill, given now-lower revenue 
expectations.

This is a time to remember 
that every single dollar that 
state and local governments 
spend starts out in a worker’s 
wallet and in a business’s 
cash register — businesses 
like Vaughan’s. Our shared 
imperative is to act responsibly 
and compassionately today to 
empower our business com-
munity tomorrow.

(John Tillman is CEO of the 
Illinois Policy Institute.)
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We may be limited in travel 
and group interactions, but we 
can still enjoy the show in the 
night sky. This week we can see 
a morning planet alignment 
and will have a meteor shower 
after a couple months with 
none.

A pair of binoculars helps to 
look at planets, but the greatest 
observing tool in history 
celebrates its 30th anniversary 
this coming week.The Hubble 
Telescope was put into service 
April 24, 1990, after being 
launched onboard the Space 
Shuttle. We owe our under-
standing of the structure of the 
universe and Dark Matter to 
the Hubble.

This week Jupiter, Saturn 
and Mars will be up before 
dawn. Around 5:30 a.m. we 
can see the brightest Jupiter 
in the east followed by Saturn 
and then red Mars trailing.

The moon is nearing its new 
phase and comes up just be-
fore sunrise with the planets. 
While the moon was near each 
of the planets last week, it now 
comes up behind them.

People wanting to see the 
early morning planets might 
want to go out a little earlier 

and try to spot a couple shoot-
ing stars. The Lyrid Meteor 
Shower will peak April 21, but 
it is good all week. 

The morning weather 
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
should be in the 40s with 
mostly clear skies. Dress warm 
and give the eyes at least 15 
minutes to adjust. The best 
part of the meteor show is 
usually between 2 and 3 a.m. 
The moon will not come up 
until sunrise so the sky will be 
dark.

The Lyrids will appear 
bursting out of the constel-
lation Lyra, named after the 
stringed instrument played by 
the Greek hero Orpheus. Look 
high into the northeast sky for 
meteor streaks. 

The first person to observe 
the night sky with a telescope 
was Galileo in 1610. He 
didn’t invent the telescope but 
perfected it for studying the 
sky. In his meticulous style, 
he studied the early attempts, 
optimized the design and 
pointed his telescope toward 
the heavens. 

Galileo’s telescope was so 
much improved over previous 
versions that he discovered 

the moon was not perfectly 
smooth but had mountains 
and craters. He discovered 

the four large 
moons of 
Jupiter, which 
was the first 
time anyone 
saw a body 
orbiting 
another 
body, and 
this discovery 
supported 
Copernicus’ 
model of the 

solar system. He was in awe of 
the rings surrounding Saturn.

The purpose of a telescope 
is not magnification but rather 
to gather more light than our 
eye can see. Telescopes pick up 
enough total light to observe 
objects too faint to see. The 
human eye is limited to the 
light entering through a half-
inch wide cornea, or lens. 

Galileo started with a 
front objective lens only 1.5 
inches across but well ground 
to precise curvature. Any 
deviation in curvature creates 
a distorted, blurry image. 
Keeping the curvature perfect 
becomes more challenging as 

lenses increase in size. 
In humans if our cornea is 

too thick, we are farsighted. 
Too thin makes us nearsighted. 
The most common problem 
is when the curve is uneven, 
leading to the blurry scattered 
focus we call astigmatism.  

Isaac Newton created the 
first reflecting telescope using 
mirrors instead of lenses. Us-
ing a curved mirror, the light 
is collected and reflected back 
to a focal point where it can be 
observed. It is much easier to 
make a quality curved mirror 
than trying to grind a perfect 
lens. 

All modern large telescopes 
use parabolic curved mirrors 
to pick up distant light from 
the stars. The largest telescopes 
in use today use mirrors nearly 
30 feet across making them 
capable of collecting light from 
galaxies and nebulae hundreds 
of millions of light years away.

The size and shape of the 
collecting lens or mirror is 
not the only problem. The 
atmosphere around us absorbs 
and distorts light coming 
through it. This distortion 
makes stars twinkle. Today, all 
large observatories are located 

at high elevations above the 
clouds where the air is thin. As 
far back as the 1920s astrono-
mers dreamed of a telescope 
in space.

With an eight-foot mirror, 
the Hubble Space Telescope 
(HST) is far from the biggest 
telescope, but it’s many times 
more effective. It is above the 
Earth’s atmosphere and can 
be used 24 hours a day. Before 
launch, the mirror was pol-
ished continuously for a year 
to an accuracy of 10 nanome-
ters, about 1/10,000 the width 
of a human hair. 

When deployed, the first 
images returned from HST did 
not have the expected quality. 
After reviewing the problem, 
NASA engineers and scientists 
discovered the outside of 
the mirror had the wrong 
curvature, giving the Hubble 
an astigmatism. The solution 
was to build a correcting filter 
or basically make it a pair of 
glasses. Installed in 1993, the 
correcting filter caused image 
quality to increase in orders of 
magnitude.

The most valuable image 
ever taken was the original 
Deep Field Image. In 1995, 

the Hubble was aimed at a tiny 
region inside the Big Dipper 
devoid of any light sources. 
The region was only 2 arcmin 
across or the width of a tennis 
ball at the end of a football 
field. Previous observations 
had turned up nothing. 

For 10 days, the Hubble 
collected, photon by photon, 
anything coming from the tiny 
region. When the final expo-
sure was put together astron-
omers were aghast. It showed 
an image with thousands of 
galaxies in groups. The spacing 
changed our understanding of 
the universe. 

Out to 5 billion light years 
away was almost nothing. 
Then at a distance of 5 to 9 
billion light years was a wealth 
of galaxy clusters rich in young 
stars. 

Continuing beyond 9 
billion light years out to 13 
billion were again fewer galax-
ies but still more than in the 
region closest to Earth. For the 
first time they were seeing to 
near the edge of the universe 
and the beginning of time.

Telescopes are time ma-
chines. Even at the speed of 

Hubble Telescope takes us back to the beginning of time

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 8B

  A volunteer fire depart-
ment is a team, a team of 
capable firefighters.  

Take an 
in-depth 
look at 
many of 
them. I 
suppose 
we could 
say that 
just like 
finger-
prints, no 
two are 
the same. 

Many, though, have similar-
ities. Quite often, roughly 
one-third of the members 
are older, with lots of train-
ing and experience. Anoth-
er third is mid-range, with a 
fair amount of training, and 
somewhat experienced. 
The other third is young, 
with zero training and little 
or no experience.

This is ideal. As the gray-
haired group becomes too 
old to cut the mustard, that 
is, approaches retirement 
age, the middle group has 
developed to take their 
place. The former young 
group, by this time, has 
accumulated significant 
training and experience, no 
longer greenhorns.  

Hopefully, as the older 
members retire, there are 
new young rookies eager 
to join the ranks. They 
usually possess enthusiasm, 
dependability and good 
common sense. Usually is 
the key word. Sometimes 
the new guys are too 
enthusiastic and a bit shy 
of common sense. They’re 
welcome additions, but a 
bit on the wild side. They 
need to be tamed.

A splendid example 
was Beaver. That was 
his nickname, justly and 
appropriately earned. 
He was eager to be a first 
responder, hence an eager 
beaver. Only 20 years old, 
he was also from the Beaver 
Creek community in a rural 
township.

Beaver was a young 

Maturing 
of a 
firefighter

See CODGER, Page 2B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

“...as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the 
week” Matthew 28:1

There is 
something 
special 
about 
a true 
sunrise 
service at a 
cemetery, 
especially 
at the 
grave of a 
loved one. 
Throughout the years I have 
been to a lot of such services 
on Easter Sunday.

There is a small cemetery 
several miles east of the city 
where I have ministered the 
past 30 years. It is located 
out in the country bordered 
by farm fields on the north 
and pastureland filled with 
grazing cattle on the east.  

I purchased a family 
plot complete with 12 sites 
when our youngest son, 
Matthew, passed into glory 
in 1993 at the age of 13. A 
dozen years later my father 
wanted to be buried near 
Matt and so another family 
member entered that sacred 
soil. My mother  was laid to 
rest in August 2019 next to 
the man she loved from her 
teens, as at least a dozen of 
her family (sons, daughter, 
son-in-law, grandchildren 
and other relations) took 
a part in shoveling dirt on 
her lowered casket, truly a 
moving experience of love 
and sobering reality.

The greatest treasures of 
my life are out there in that 
soil. My beloved son and 
parents’ souls have fled, 
but their bodies are slowly 
decaying. If enough time 
passes before Jesus returns, 
my dear wife and I will join 
them as well as others of our 
family.  

When we go there, 
just before sunrise on an 
unclouded day, the sun rises 
in brilliance through the 
woods to the east. We stand 
facing monuments that are 
inscribed with statements 
such as in Matthew’s case: 
“In His Heart There Rings 

My hope 
is in faith

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

What are readers doing during this 
time of isolation from others? I have 
been writing letters and sending notes 
to friends and making 
lots of calls checking 
on people. 

Cleaning is another 
thing I have been 
doing and when the 
quarantine lifts my 
spring cleaning should 
be finished. Truly, I 
have been following 
the suggested guide-
lines for people my age. 
My daughter is always 
saying, “Mom, you really need to pay 
attention because of your autoimmune 
problems,” and I have been listening.  

Something else I have been doing is 
using my imagination. With children 
out of school and people working from 
home, I truly hope all are using their 
imagination. So what have I been imag-
ining? The perfect dinner party I want 
to give when I can have guests in my 
home again after all of this is over. 

June, my mother-in-law, and I used 
to plan countless luncheons and dinner 

parties we never gave. It was a favorite 
topic of conversation on the way home 
from shopping together and sipping 
a cup of coffee. I had forgotten about 
doing this, but now that I cannot see 
June as the nursing home she is at is in 
lockdown, it started me to think about 
the fun we had planning and imagining 
our menu, the guests we would have, 
the china and table service we would 
use and all the other myriad details nec-
essary to make our party so very special. 

June always wondered who we could 
get to serve the meal as she wanted it to 
be very formal. We never could think 
of who might dress up in a butler’s 
uniform, so that plan was scuttled. 

The idea of having it served came 
about because back in 1979 we visited 
a home in Hillsboro, Calif., where a 
button installed in the floor next to 
the hostess’ chair in the dining room 
signaled the help in the kitchen to come 
and remove the plates and serve the 
next course. It was not a formal dinner, 
just a luncheon for four, and I may have 
tapped the button with my foot which 
set off the alarm and brought the item 
to our attention. Do people even do 

that today? Many people don’t entertain 
in their home, or if they do it is with 
disposable plates and paper products. 
Nothing wrong with that, as the whole 

See PASTOR, Page 2B

Preparing for a real thanksgiving

PLANNING AHEAD BY PLANTING A PUMPKIN PIE

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

A pumpkin with bright orange flesh makes the best pie. After cutting in half and removing the seeds, the pumpkin can either 
be baked or put in a pressure cooker to soften the flesh for processing.

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

It is a good idea to test germinate a few 
pumpkins seeds before planting in the 
garden to make sure the stock is viable. 
Lightly scratching the seed’s surface 
with an emery board seems to aid in a 
more rapid germination.

RUTH
PATCHETT
COOKING IN  
EDGAR COUNTY

See PATCHETT, Page 8B
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.877.597.7536  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner215

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086ENZ

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

Retail Retail Meat Meat 

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Fajita Chicken!
NEWNEW

We also have Mullen’s Dressing and 
Doat Witty’s BBQ Sauce!

101 N. Central Ave. • Paris, IL • 217-921-3216  • www.prairiepress.net

What's
Cooking
University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local

Extension Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension
provides equal opportunities in programs & employment. 

with 
Mary Liz
Wright

Local Nutrition Expert

channel

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Fri 04/24
Crumb coated 

chicken breast,
baked potato,

green beans or 
corn & roll

Always 
Homemade

NEW HOURS
until further 

notice
Wed-Fri  9-2

CLOSED 
SATURDAY

Wed 04/22
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 04/23
Italian Beef,
hashbrown 
casserole &

choice of salad

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL  (West side of the square) 

 Carry-out & delivery ONLY Carry-out & delivery ONLY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Forrest and Rosemary Saw-
law of Monticello, and original-
ly from Paris, celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary 
April 16. 

He is a retired sheriff, and 
she is a retired sheriff ’s secre-
tary.

They are the parents of 
Butch, Aimee, Melissa, David 
and Emily. They have 13 grand-
children and 11 great-grand-
children. 

Sawlaws’ 60th anniversary

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, 
engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

MILESTONES

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Walter Burdick Chapter 
of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution has named 

the four high 
school se-
niors receiv-
ing the DAR 
Good Citizen 
Award for the 
2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0 
school year. 

The chap-
ter sponsors 
four high 
schools for 
this award: 
Paris High 
School, Mar-
shall High 
School, Mar-

tinsville High School and Ca-
sey-Westfield High School. 
DAR Good Citizen Awards 

DAR Good Citizen Awards

STROW

MORRIS

HOOK

BRENTON

Congratulatory cards are 
welcome at 173 S. Piatt St., 
Monticello, Illinois 61856.

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

farmer, recently married. He 
stopped at the fire station one 
day and approached Chief 
Smid, a highly respected 
veteran firefighter with 20-plus 
years of experience.

“Do you have any openings 
for volunteers?” he asked.  “I’d 
like to join the department if I 
qualify.  What are the qualifi-
cations?”

Chief Smid grinned. He 
knew the lad - a fine physical 
specimen, athletic and from a 
good family.

“Qualifications?” remarked 
the chief. “Well, there are 
three. First thing, do you own 
a pickup truck?”

“Yes, sir. I bought it a year 
ago. It’s used and it rattles, but 
it runs good.”

“Great,” said the chief. “Sec-
ondly, do you chew tobacco? 
We have a lot of backy chewers 
on the force.”

“I chew Red Man quite a bit 
– carry it right here in my hip 
pocket,” said Beaver, pulling 
out a half-full pouch and hold-
ing it for display.

“Well, you’re two for two”, 
Chief Smid smiled. “Now, 
here’s the third one. Do you 
pass gas whenever you feel 
the need, assuming, of course, 
you’re not in church or at the 
doctor’s office – someplace 
like that?”

“That’s affirmative”, said 
Beaver, nodding.

“OK,” the chief answered.  
“You’re a fireman. Come 
inside. You’ll need to fill out 
a form and sign a couple of 
papers.”

That’s how Beaver became 
a volunteer fireman. He went 
home that day with a set of 
turnout gear and a beeper to 
wear in a holster on his belt. 
He proved to be a fine fireman, 
always reporting to an officer 
at the scene and politely asking 
for instructions. He reliably 
did as told.  

Yet as he saw things, there 
was a problem. Beaver lived 
six miles from the fire station. 
Furthermore, his old pickup 
was rather slow. Consequently, 
he never made it to the station 
in time to ride in the fire truck. 
That bothered him.

One day he was changing 
oil in his pickup when the 

beeper sounded an alarm.
“Honey, drive my car,” his 

wife suggested.  
Naturally, firemen don’t 

allow grass to grow under 
their personal vehicles when 
responding to an alarm, 
so Beaver said thanks and 
jumped into her brand-new 
Pontiac Gran Prix.

He was accustomed to 
putting the petal to the metal. 
When he did that to his old 
pickup, it was slow to respond, 
and by the time the speed-
ometer needle reached 60, 
the fenders were flapping. He 
dared not drive faster.

However, his wife’s new 
Pontiac was much different. 
It was powerful. When he 
stomped the accelerator, it 
flew along the road like a jet 
fighter plane. Glancing at the 
speedometer, he gulped as the 
needle indicated 106 m.p.h.  

The car handled nicely, but 
this was dangerously fast, so 
he backed off and drove much 
slower. He wanted to drive 60, 
but he could see a black col-
umn of smoke rising into the 
sky on the horizon. This was a 
major structural fire. His foot 
suddenly became heavier, and 
as he roared past Art Hipple’s 
farmstead, he was going 80.

That’s when it happened. Six 
white ducks in a tight column 
waddled onto the blacktop, the 
leader quacking and chortling 
to the others. All six met a 
violent death as the Pontiac 
plowed into them. Duck 
feathers flew in a cloud as high 
as treetops before settling back 
down in a wide area.

Beaver was privileged to 
fight fire for several hours that 
mournful day, but he practi-
cally cried when presenting 
his wife’s new car to her back 
home. There were dents in 
the grill and feathers beneath 
the hood. Repair expense 
was barely shy of $500, which 
was the insurance company’s 
deductible. Beaver had to pay 
cash.  

There was good news, 
though. From that day 
forward, Beaver was a careful 
driver when responding to a 
fire or accident scene.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

A Melody,” and on my parents’ 
headstone: “It Is Well With 
Our Souls.” The sun rises to 
illuminate our surroundings, to 
warm our bodies and to spiritu-
ally encourage our hearts.

 It is a beautiful experience. 
The freshly risen sun reminds 
us that we have a risen son who 
gives us hope for eternity. 

As he arose, we will rise. 
As he reunited with his loved 
ones, so we will reunite with 
ours. As sure as the morning 
light dispels the darkness, so 
we have been blessed to walk 
spiritually in the light of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, a 
light, by the way, that will never 

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 1B

be diminished. When we 
leave we have been renewed 
and refreshed in comfort, 
assurance and joy.

Nothing in this dark 
world can hinder the sun 
rising and nothing can dim 
the light brought by the son. 
I was up on Easter morning 
as it began to dawn and saw 
the rising sun, and once 
again I paused to thank 
God for the hope of the 
resurrection.

(Pastor Jack D. Hoff-
man is the senior pastor at 
Cornerstone Baptist Church 
in Paris. Email him at 
jillandjack1971@gmail.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provid-
ed by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

recognize high-school se-
niors exemplifying the qual-
ities of a good citizen, such 

as depend-
ability, ser-
vice, lead-
ership and 
patriotism. 
Recipients 
are select-
ed by their 
h o m e 
s c h o o l s 
u s i n g 
the DAR 
guidelines.

W i n -
ners for 
this school 
year are: 

Katrina Strow, Paris; Patrick 
Morris, Marshall; Aubrey 
Hook, Martinsville; and 
Alec Brenton, Casey-West-
field. 

EASTER LILIES SPREAD HOPE

Special to The Prairie Press

Churches are normally decorated inside with Easter lilies but 
Grace Lutheran Church is following government recommen-
dations to avoid crowds during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
created a display of lilies on the church steps to share an Easter 
message with the community.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO – April is Child 
Abuse Prevention Month in 
Illinois. To increase awareness 
the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services 
released a new public service 
announcement this week high-
lighting simple things everyone 
can do to help keep children 
safe during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“At DCFS, we are first re-
sponders when it comes to 
helping families in crisis, but 
we cannot do this job alone; 
and in these stressful times of 
social distancing, turning our 
kitchens into classrooms and 
the uncertainty of knowing 
when life as we knew it will re-
turn to normal, we need your 

help now more than ever,” said 
DCFS Acting Director Marc D. 
Smith. “Text your friends with 
children and see how they’re 
doing, share child abuse pre-
vention messages on social 
mediase and most important-
ly, if you suspect that a child is 
being abused or neglected, call 
the DCFS Child Abuse Ho-
tline at 1-800-25-ABUSE.”

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the hotline is working 
at full capacity and remains 
prepared to take calls 24 hours 
a day. Currently most calls are 
handled in real time without 
requiring a call-back. DCFS 
child protection specialists 
continue to respond to hotline 
calls with face-to-face contact 
within 24 hours to assess child 
safety.

DCFS statement for Child 
Abuse Prevention Month

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper
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When the 13 United States 
of America declared indepen-
dence from the United King-
dom in 1776, the founders 
were attempting to break free 
from the tyranny of Britain’s 
top-down centralized govern-
ment. 

But the first constitution 
the founders created, the Arti-
cles of Confederation, vested 
almost all power in individual 
state legislatures and practi-
cally nothing in the national 
government. The result — po-
litical chaos and crippling debt 
— almost sunk the fledgling 
nation before it left the harbor. 

So the founders met again in 
Philadelphia in 1787 and draft-
ed a new Constitution ground-
ed in a novel separation of state 
and national powers known 
as federalism. While the word 
itself doesn’t appear anywhere 

in the Constitution, federalism 
became the guiding principle 
to safeguard Americans against 
King George III-style tyranny, 
while providing a check against 
rogue states. 

The Articles of Confedera-
tion were written and ratified 
while the Revolutionary War 
was still raging. The document 
is less of a unifying constitu-
tion than a loose pact between 
13 sovereign states intending 
to enter into, “a firm league 
of friendship.” Absent from 
the Articles of Confederation 
were the executive or judicial 
branches, and the national 
congress had only the power 
to declare war and sign treaties, 
but no authority to directly 
levy taxes. 

As a result, the newly in-
dependent United States was 
buried in debt by 1786 and 
unable to pay the long-overdue 
wages of Revolutionary sol-

diers. The U.S. economy sunk 
into a deep depression and 
struggling citizens lost their 
farms and homes. In Massa-
chusetts, angry farmers joined 
Shays’ Rebellion to seize court-
houses and block foreclosures, 
and a toothless congress was 
powerless to put it down. 

George Washington, tempo-
rarily retired from government 
service, lamented to John Jay, 
“What a triumph for the advo-
cates of despotism to find that 
we are incapable of governing 
ourselves, and that systems 
founded on the basis of equal 
liberty are merely ideal & fal-
lacious!”

Alexander Hamilton called 
for a new Constitutional Con-
vention in Philadelphia in 1787 
where the Articles of Confed-
eration were ultimately thrown 
out in favor of an entirely new 
form of government. 

When the United States cut 

ties with Britain, the founders 
wanted nothing to do with 
the British form of govern-
ment known as unitary. Under 
a unitary regime, all power 
originates from a centralized 
national government (Parlia-
ment) and is delegated to local 
governments. That’s still the 
way the government operates 
in the UK. 

Instead, the founders initial-
ly chose the opposite form of 
government, a confederation. 
In a confederation, all power 
originates at the local level in 
the individual states and is only 
delegated to a weak central 
government at the states’ dis-
cretion. 

When the founders met in 
Philadelphia, it was clear that 
a confederation wasn’t enough 
to hold the young nation to-
gether. States were scuffling 
over borders and minting their 
own money. Massachusetts 

had to hire its own army to put 
down Shays’ Rebellion. 

The solution was to find a 
middle way, a blueprint of gov-
ernment in which the powers 
were shared and balanced be-
tween the states and national 
interests. That compromise, 
woven into the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights, became 
known as federalism. 

The Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights created two dif-
ferent kinds of separation of 
powers, both designed to act 
as critical checks and balances.

The first and best-known 
of the separation of powers 
is between the three branch-
es of government: executive, 
legislative and the judiciary. If 
the president acts against the 
best interests of the country, 
he or she can be impeached 
by Congress. If Congress pass-
es an unjust law, the president 

Breaking tyranny with law
How the Founding Fathers saved their young nation by settling States’ vs. Federal rights

See RIGHTS, Page 4B

HARDING STEPS UP TO TAKE WILSON’S PLACE

Special to The Prairie Press

President-elect Warren G. Harding addressing a crowd of well-wishers outside his home in Marion, Ohio. Harding was elected 
to succeed President Woodrow Wilson, who had suffered a debilitating stroke months earlier. Harding defeated Democratic 
Gov. James Cox of Ohio.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Lashed by a squall of historical events 
over four harrowing years, exhausted 
Americans longed to catch their collec-
tive breath as Election Day approached. 

The four years leading up to the pres-
idential election of 1920 had delivered 
a ghastly confluence of war, pestilence, 
terrorism and unemployment. As soon 
as World War I finished taking the lives 
of 100,000 Americans, a global influenza 
pandemic stole another 650,000 more. 
Race riots, labor strikes and a string of 
anarchist bombings — including one 
that slaughtered 38 people on Wall Street 
— rocked American cities following the 
war. The American economy was far 
from roaring in 1920 as unemployment 
soared and stock prices plummeted. 

Americans bitterly divided over 
whether to join the League of Nations, 
and fears of the spread of communism 
after the Russian Revolution sparked the 
Red Scare and Palmer Raids. A cheat-
ing scandal had tainted the national 
pastime with accusations the Black Sox 
had conspired with gamblers to fix the 
1919 World Series. Even the heavens 
appeared to offer little salvation as a clus-
ter of nearly 40 tornadoes struck from 
Georgia to Wisconsin on Palm Sunday 
in 1920, leaving more than 380 dead. 

Against this turbulent backdrop, the 
Republican Party gathered in Chicago in 
June 1920 to select its nominee to suc-
ceed President Woodrow Wilson, who 
had suffered a debilitating stroke months 
earlier. 

Seeking to regain the White House, 
Republicans settled on a dark-horse can-
didate, Senator Warren G. Harding of 
Ohio, on the 10th ballot.

 “There ain’t any first-raters this year,” 
declared Connecticut Senator Frank 
Brandegee. “We got a lot of second-rat-
ers, and Warren Harding is the best of 
the second-raters.” 

A small-town newspaper publish-
er from a swing state in the American 
heartland who bridged the party’s pro-
gressive and conservative wings, Hard-
ing was a safe choice who could deliver 
just the sort of political comfort Ameri-
cans craved. 

Harding promised nerve-wracked 
voters anything but radical change. In a 
May 1920 speech in Boston, he declared, 

“America's present need is not heroics, 
but healing; not nostrums, but normal-
cy; not revolution, but restoration; not 
agitation, but adjustment; not surgery, 
but serenity; not the dramatic, but the 
dispassionate; not experiment, but 
equipoise; not submergence in interna-
tionality, but sustainment in triumphant 
nationality.”

When he returned from the Senate to 
his home town of Marion, Ohio, in July, 
Harding proclaimed to his neighbors, 
“Normal men and back to normalcy will 
steady a civilization which has been fe-
vered by the supreme upheaval of all the 
world.” “Back to normalcy” and “return 
to normalcy” were quickly adopted as 
Harding campaign slogans (along with 

1920 election rocked by disasters

Special to The Prairie Press

President Warren G. Harding, right, pictured with Calvin Coolidge, his vice presi-
dent and successor, circa 1923.

See ELECTION, Page 4B

Down through the years 
many times we are asked to 
make changes. 

Changes 
in the way 
we think, 
act and 
get things 
done. 
Usually 
meaningful 
differences 
in the 
way we 
do things 
evolves 
through trial and error and 
better knowledge over a 
period of months and even 
years. This particular wind 
of change has arrived in our 
country like a hurricane 
that was not predicted for 
its tornadic effect in almost 
every way. 

Covid-19 has been a 
giant whirlwind that affects 
most of the known world. 
Regardless of its beginning 
and regardless of its ending 
the lives of many people, all 
have been greatly effect-
ed as we enter the many 
phases of recovery. 

The question remains 
as to what is our destiny? 
Will we all die? Of course 
we will eventually, but 
death’s toll does not mean 
we should be scared to 
death. Where is our faith 
and belief in eternal life? 
Maybe this is the time to 
reorganize our thinking 
as to what is important in 
life. There must be a better 
way to live with purpose, 
and it isn’t being afraid of 
the unknown. There has to 
be a reason this sickness is 
happening, maybe this is 
just a test.

It seems the governors 
and the local leaders of our 
country have to make deci-
sions that should be made 
by the health professionals. 
It seems the health profes-
sional try to make decisions 
that should be made by our 
government officials. If we 
only look at one aspect of 
what is happening from our 
own little point of view, we 
hardly know what to think. 
Our nation was founded on 
the principle that we should 

Winds of 
change are 
blowing   

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

BY TOM EMERY
Ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

The night of April 14, 
1865, proved fateful for 
Abraham Lincoln, who 
was mortally wounded by 
an assassin’s bullet and died 
the next day. Lesser known 
is everyone in the presiden-
tial box at Ford’s Theater 
that night suffered horrific 
outcomes.

The assassin, John Wil-
kes Booth, escaped, only to 
be mortally wounded by a 
Union soldier 12 days later. 
Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd, 
never recovered from that 
Good Friday evening, 
struggling with mental in-
stabilities, public scorn and 
isolation for the rest of her 
life. 

Even more disturbing is 
the fate of the young cou-
ple who were the Lincolns’ 
guests that night, Henry 
Rathbone and Clara Har-
ris. They later married, but 
he lost his mental faculties, 
murdered his wife in 1883, 
and spent the rest of his life 
in an asylum.

Laurie Verge of Clinton, 
Md., who has extensively 
studied the Lincoln assas-
sination in her role as di-
rector of the Surratt House 
Museum, where another 
Booth conspirator is inter-
preted, believes the grisly 
night at Ford’s Theater was 
a contributing factor to 
Rathbone’s insanity.

“I subscribe to the 
time-honored theory of 
historians that Lincoln’s as-
sassination caused Henry’s 
decline,” said Verge. “I feel 
he had issues to begin with, 
from childhood through 
his war experiences, and 
that the guilt he felt from 
not preventing Lincoln’s 
murder ate away at him.”

Rathbone and Harris 
were actually stepsiblings, 
who had grown up in the 
same household. She was 
the daughter of Ira Harris, 
an influential New York 
senator, who one biogra-
pher called one of Lincoln’s 
most frequent evening vis-
itors. 

In 1848, the widowed 
Harris married Pauline 
Rathbone, herself the wid-
ow of a wealthy member of 
Albany, N.Y., society who 
had served as the city’s 
mayor. The union blended 
the Senator’s four children 
and his wife’s two children.

Henry Rathbone and 
Clara Harris, who was 
three years his senior, later 
fell in love. Their engage-
ment was halted by the 
Civil War, and Rathbone 
enlisted in Union service, 
rising to the rank of major 
and fighting at Antietam 
and Fredericksburg despite 
chronic physical ailments.

Meanwhile, Clara Harris 
became a close acquain-
tance of Mary Lincoln, 
writing, “We have been 
constantly in the habit of 
driving and going to the 
opera and theater togeth-
er.” They ended up being 
the Lincolns’ escorts that 
fateful evening to attend 
the comedy “Our Ameri-
can Cousin.”

For appearances in that 
era, it was preferable for the 
president and his wife to 
have a guest in the theater 
box, though evidence indi-
cates Rathbone and Har-
ris may not have been at 

The doomed 
patrons of 
Lincoln’s 
theatre box

See BOX, Page 4B



4B |  SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2020   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netHISTORY

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook! Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

SAVE $3SAVE $3
Slime® Thru-Core 

Emergency 
Tire Repair Sealant

14oz - SLM 60186

SavingsSavings

CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2017 Ford F-350 
King Ranch

$53,287

2014 Ford Focus
Titanium

$9,887

2019 Ram 1500 
Big Horn

$38,800

2017 Ford Edge
Titanium

$20,998

2017 Ford Escape SE

 $13,325

2012 Ford Explorer

$12,787

can veto it. And if any law or 
public institution infringes on 
the constitutional rights of the 
people, the Supreme Court 
can remedy it. 

But the second type of sep-
aration of powers is equally 
important, the granting of sep-
arate powers to the federal and 
state governments. Under the 
Constitution, the state legisla-
tures retain much of their sov-
ereignty to pass laws as they see 
fit, but the federal government 
also has the power to intervene 
when it suits the national inter-
est. And under the supremacy 
clause found in Article IV, fed-
eral laws and statutes super-
sede state law. 

Federalism, or the separa-
tion of powers between the 
state and federal government, 
was entirely new when the 
founders baked it into the 
Constitution. And while it 
functions as an important 
check, it’s also been a continual 
source of contention between 
the two levels of government. 
In the final run-up to the Civil 
War, the Southern states seced-
ed from the Union in part be-
cause the federal government 
was seen as unconstitutionally 
encroaching on their domestic 
institutions of slavery.

According to James Mad-
ison, a committed federalist, 
the Constitution maintains 
the sovereignty of states by 
enumerating very few express 
powers to the federal govern-
ment, while “[t]hose which 
are to remain in the State gov-
ernments are numerous and 
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indefinite.”
Article I Section 8 contains 

a list of all of the enumerated 
powers that are exclusively del-
egated to the federal govern-
ment. Those include the power 
to declare war, maintain armed 
forces, regulate commerce, 
coin money and establish a 
Post Office. 

But that very same Section 
8 also includes the so-called 
Elastic Clause that authoriz-
es Congress to write and pass 
any laws that are necessary and 
proper to carry out its enumer-
ated powers. These powers are 
known collectively as implied 
powers and have been used by 
Congress to create a national 
bank, to collect a federal in-
come tax, to institute the draft, 
to pass gun control laws and to 
set a federal minimum wage, 
among others. 

Other than that, the Consti-
tution grants almost all other 
power and authority to the 
individual states, as Madison 
said. While the Constitution 
doesn’t explicitly list the pow-
ers retained by the states, the 
founders included a catch-all in 
the 10th Amendment, ratified 
in 1791:

“The powers not delegat-
ed to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to 
the people.”

Those so-called reserved 
powers include all authority 
and functions of local and state 
governments, policing, edu-
cation, the regulation of trade 
within a state, the running of 
elections and many more. 

In the United States, feder-
alism has proven a successful 
experiment in shared gover-
nance since 1787 and provided 
the model for similar federalist 
systems in Australia, Canada, 
India, Germany and several 
other nations. 

another one, “America First.”) 
Harding’s mention of nor-

malcy sparked not just a po-
litical debate, but a grammat-
ical one as well. Critics of the 
Republican nominee claimed 
the word was a malaprop ut-
tered by Harding when he ac-
tually meant to say normality. 
The candidate pressed back. 

“I have noticed that word 
caused considerable news-
paper editors to change it to 
‘normality,’” Harding told the 
press. “I have looked for ‘nor-
mality’ in my dictionary, and 

I do not find it there. ‘Nor-
malcy,’ however, I find, and it 
is a good word.” Indeed, the 
term appeared in newspapers 
of the day, and Merriam-Web-
ster traces its origins back to 
at least 1855. 

Harding insisted his desire 
for normalcy was not a long-
ing to turn back the clock.

“By ‘normalcy’ I do not 
mean the old order, but a reg-
ular, steady order of things,” 
he said. “I mean normal pro-
cedure, the natural way, with-
out excess. I don’t believe the 
old order can or should come 
back, but we must have nor-
mal order, or, as I have said, 

‘normalcy.’”
Echoing his promise of a 

return to simpler, less cha-
otic times, Harding ran a 
campaign straight out of the 
1890s, a time before the pro-
gressivism of Theodore Roo-
sevelt, the idealism of Wilson 
and the turmoil of populism. 

While his Democratic 
opponent, Ohio Gover-
nor James M. Cox, traveled 
22,000 miles around the 
country to hold campaign 
rallies, Harding rarely ven-
tured further than his door-
step and emulated William 
McKinley’s path to the White 
House with a “Front Porch 

Campaign.” Pilgrims came by 
the thousands to Harding’s 
house just off Main Street in 
Marion and gathered on the 
front lawn around the ve-
randah to hear the candidate 
orate from the top step. Fore-
shadowing selfie lines a cen-
tury later, voters waited their 
turns to have photographs 
taken with Harding and his 
wife, Florence, that were sent 
to their hometown newspa-
pers. 

Harding’s milquetoast per-
sonality and small-town ap-
peal spoke to the times: He 
won by a landslide in both 
the Electoral College and the 

popular vote to become the 
29th president of the Unit-
ed States. He carried 37 of 
48 states, including every 
state outside the South. The 
Republican ticket captured 
more than 16 million votes, 
nearly double those tallied by 
Cox and his vice-presidential 
running mate, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. The Republican 
Party also won sizable majori-
ties in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate. 

“Our supreme task is the re-
sumption of our onward, nor-
mal way,” Harding declared in 
his inaugural address. 

But while America emerged 

from under the clouds of re-
cession, pandemic and war in 
the ensuing years, the Hard-
ing presidency generated its 
own turbulence. Prohibition 
saw a rise in gang violence 
and organized crime. Hard-
ing’s cabinet was plagued by 
corruption such as the Teapot 
Dome Scandal, in which oil 
men bribed Secretary of the 
Interior Albert Fall for drilling 
rights on federal land. 

Harding did not finish his 
four-year term. He died in 
1923 at the age of 57 in a San 
Francisco hotel room while 
on a cross-country tour of the 
United States. 
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be taking into consideration 
what the wisdom of common 
sense is telling us to do.

Every so often in the course 
of human and political events, 
a leader emerges at the right 
time. It may be a courageous 
general like George Washing-
ton, a brilliant man of words 
like Thomas Jefferson or even 
a man with courage and faith 
like Abraham Lincoln that 
our nation would stay as one. 

I believe Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was another person 
who led our country at an 
awkward time in our history 
during the Great Depression 
and during the beginning 
of World War II. I did not 
agree with a lot of his political 
views, but for some reason 
he seemed to appear at the 
opportune time to lead our 
nation. Yes, he was in charge 
of the New Deal which was 
a hodgepodge program 

with a lot of works, but it 
really didn’t get our country 
completely running smoothly 
again. 

He didn’t give up though, 
and he instituted Social Secu-
rity in an attempt to do some-
thing for the working man of 
the country. One historian 
called him a second-class 
intellectual with a first-class 
temperament. His attitude 
was to look forward with 
hope, and he believed that we 
have to do something, and if it 
doesn’t work we will try again. 
He thought by understanding 
common sense we have to try 
something. 

During the beginning of 
World War II our country 
remained neutral as long as it 
could, but then the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor in 
order to strike such a telling 
blow that America would be 
so afraid it would not respond 
and would remain in a pacifist 
state. It didn’t work and the 
Americans were very angry 

with the power-hungry Axis 
countries. We declared war on 
the Japanese, and then Germa-
ny declared war on us. 

This in effect ended the 
Depression, and Americans 
wanted to go back to work 
building war materials and 
many went into the Armed 
Services. Everyone sensed a 
dedication that we all need to 
do our best for our country,no 
matter what our job was. FDR 
in his fireside chats convinced 
our country he was looking 
out for the rest of the world, 
and he called us to duty. He re-
ally connected to the common 
hardworking people of our 
country, and that made him a 
success as a president. He may 
have done too much with the 
Wars Act and assumed too 
much power, but we came out 
of the Depression with a bang 
and became a world power.

The war we face now needs 
that kind of leadership, and 
although we may not like the 
exact words our president 
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uses, he has definitely stood 
out in his efforts to fight 
the battle. President Trump 
did what he thought he 
needed to do, he had to try 
something just like FDR 
did. Even though some 
don’t like him and try to say 
he is not doing everything 
correctly, Trump is listening 
to several experts in several 
fields and then trying to use 
common sense to make a 
final decision. 

He gives me hope be-
cause he is a doer like some 
of our other presidents at 
our time of need.

The winds of change may 
truly change us so we know 
what we really are, a resil-
ient country full of hope for 
the future and with a caring 
and loving attitude.

(Roger Stanley is a 
lifelong resident of Edgar 
County, an author and 
retired farmer. Email him 
at  rogerstanley769@yahoo.
com) 

the top of the list. Among more 
prominent figures who de-
clined a presidential invitation 
that evening were Ulysses S. 
Grant and his wife. Verge notes 
the calming influence young 
Rathbone and Harris may have 
had on the Lincolns.

“Their presence would not 
have had the same heroic ef-
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fect on the audience that night 
as the Grants or even Secretary 
of War Edwin Stanton and his 
wife,” said Verge. “But Henry 
and Clara had accompanied 
the Lincolns to other events, 
and Clara appears to have been 
a favorite companion of Mrs. 
Lincoln during the war years. 
Perhaps the young couple 
would have had a relaxing effect 
on the president and his wife.”

Rathbone and Harris sat at 
the Lincolns’ right in the box, 
and, by all accounts, everyone 
greatly enjoyed the play. As 

they sat oblivious, Booth, a 
26-year-old distinguished and 
wealthy stage actor distraught 
at the impending Southern de-
feat and the prospect of African 
American citizenship, silently 
crept up the stairs behind the 
box.

Corresponding with a line in 
the play that brought raucous 
laughter to conceal his actions, 
Booth stepped inside the box 
at 10:13 p.m. and fired a single 
gunshot entering the left rear 
of Lincoln’s skull. Rathbone 
lunged at Booth, who drew a 

knife that he plunged deep 
into the major’s left arm.

Rathbone hesitated, then 
tried for Booth again, but 
the assassin leaped over the 
railing, screaming, “sic sem-
per tyrannis,” or thus be it 
ever to tyrants. Rathbone’s 
wound caused profuse 
bleeding, which drenched 
Harris’ dress, hands and 
face. Mary Lincoln’s hys-
terical screams pierced the 
theater and remained a chill-
ing memory for decades to 
those in attendance.
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Imagine going to a choir 
practice, a church or even a 
funeral and later learning that 
you were responsible for doz-
ens of people getting seriously 
sick. Some people don’t have 
to imagine, because they now 
know they unwittingly spread 
the novel coronavirus far and 
wide, simply by attending a 
gathering like so many of us 
did, before the social-distanc-
ing rules began.

WHY ARE SUPERSPREADERS SO 
DANGEROUS?

The fear of superspreaders 
is one reason experts are so 
worried about people who 
continue to congregate in large 
groups despite the recom-
mendations to stop doing so, 
whether at a church service in 
Houston, on one of the many 
beaches that recently reopened 
in Georgia, or at social events 
in a retirement community in 

Florida.
Scientists call people who 

infect a large number of others 
superspreaders. And the dan-
gerous thing is that anyone can 
become one.

As far as the experts know, 
no one is immune from getting 
COVID-19, and no one is im-
mune from passing it to others, 
including potentially a lot of 
others, says Raagini Jawa, an 
infectious-disease physician in 
Boston.

The possibility one could 
turn into a superspreader, 
giving the disease to dozens, 
hundreds, or, as those people 
go on to infect others, even 
thousands, is one reason it is 
critical that we follow current 
guidance for minimizing coro-
navirus infection transmission.

CONTAGIOUS BEFORE YOU 
KNOW IT

One of the most vexing 
problems with trying to con-
tain COVID-19 is that people 

can have the virus multiplying 
in their body before they feel a 
single cough or other symptom.

“A person could be ‘viremic’ 
— meaning the virus is circu-
lating in their body, for days be-
fore they even have a symptom, 
and theoretically they could be 
shedding the virus during this 
time,” Jawa says.

Even more vexing, experts 
are now finding that some peo-
ple can have the virus and nev-
er experience any sign of it.

Scientists say that each per-
son who has the coronavirus 
infects an average of one to 
three people, but that is merely 
an average. One person may in-
fect no one else, while another 
could sicken dozens or more.

“If for your job or social net-
work you are around many peo-
ple, you may be able to spread it 
to more people,” Jawa says.

LEARN FROM KNOWN COVID-19 
SUPERSPREADING EVENTS

Scientists only discover a su-

perspreader in hindsight, when 
they trace an outbreak back 
to the person who started it. 
Someone could be generating 
a superspreading event right 
now, such as on a crowded 
beach or church service, but 
they won’t be identified for a 
while.

Nonetheless, we already 
know some superspreading 
events have occurred with 
this pandemic. A report pub-
lished by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in March states that, 
“Although we still have limited 
information on the epidemiol-
ogy of 2019 novel coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19), there 
have been multiple reports of 
superspreading events.”

Experts suspect a super-
spreader was behind these 
coronavirus outbreaks:
nA 40th birthday party in 

Westport, Connecticut: Days 
after someone with hidden 
symptoms joined 50 other 

guests at a woman’s home to 
celebrate her birthday more 
than a dozen people came 
down with the disease. Within 
that time, those people went 
to work, stores and other par-
ties, and their kids went to 
school (before schools were 
shuttered). Westport quickly 
became an infection hot spot, 
and the county the town is in 
now has hundreds of cases.
nTwo funerals in Albany, 

Georgia: When a large family 
gathered in this rural town to 
say goodbye to their deceased 
brother, they came from At-
lanta, Louisiana, Washington, 
DC, Hawaii and beyond. One 
of the funeral goers was appar-
ently viremic, because soon 
after the burial many people 
started coming down with 
COVID-19. Then another 
large funeral was held the fol-
lowing weekend, and someone 
spread the virus there. Now 
many people in Albany have 
the disease.

nAn Episcopal church 
service in Washington, DC: 
A priest who presided over a 
service, and afterward shook 
hands with hundreds of wor-
shippers, was diagnosed with 
COVID-19. Other members 
of the church soon developed 
the telltale cough and fever. 
In the interim, like the priest, 
those people potentially in-
fected others before they knew 
they had it.

SUPERSPREADERS ARE BEHIND 
MANY PAST TRAGEDIES

The classic superspreader 
in history is Typhoid Mary, 
whose real name was Mary 
Mallon. She was a cook in the 
early 20th century who had no 
symptoms of the disease but 
was later documented to have 
given typhoid fever to 50 other 
people.

During the 2003 SARS ep-
idemic in Beijing, China, the 
CDC report notes, one person 

The science of superspreaders
Could one person unknowingly infect hundreds — or thousands — of other people with the coronavirus?

TRACKING INFORMATION CAN HELP COMBAT VIRUS

Special to The Prairie Press

In a bold and ambitious collaboration, Apple and Google are developing a smartphone platform trying to track the spread 
of the novel coronavirus at scale and at the same time preserve the privacy of iOS and Android users who opt in to it. The 
cross-platform system will use the proximity capabilities built into Bluetooth Low Energy transmissions to track the physical 
contacts of participating phone users. If a user later tests positive for COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, she 
can choose to enter the result into a health department-approved app. The app will then contact all other participating phone 
users who have recently come within six or so feet of her.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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A growing mix of health and technol-
ogy experts are convinced if the United 
States is to ever effectively track the coro-
navirus and slow its spread, then both 
self-reported and more surreptitiously 
gathered personal data — a mix of infor-
mation about location, travel, symptoms 
and health conditions must be gathered 
from millions of Americans.

With the pandemic far from over, pub-
lic health needs are paramount. Public 
health experts say that collecting person-
al data may be the only way to analyze in-
formation on the massive scale needed. 
But how that information is used and by 
whom worries some privacy advocates.

A number of academics, data firms 
and technology companies are using 
mobile devices to gather data. Some 
use the phones’ Bluetooth signals to aid 
in contact tracing by registering other 
nearby devices. Location information 
recorded on smartphones can help them 
map whether people are staying home 
and where they do venture out. Others 
have built symptom-tracker apps de-
signed to predict where the virus might 
turn up next.

And more may be coming. 
Just look to other countries, including 

Taiwan, Singapore and Ireland, which 
are using big data or apps to aid in their 

pandemic responses. As the United 
States contemplates its move to open 
back up for business, organizations such 
as the left-leaning Center for American 
Progress and the conservative American 
Enterprise Institute have recommended 
a range of steps — including much more 
testing and digital surveillance.

A report from Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health not-
ed such tech-heavy efforts might not fly 
in the U.S. because of privacy concerns. 
Privacy advocates have long argued for 
increased protection of personal health 
information on fears that marketers, data 
bundlers or even hackers could sell or 

divulge the information, possibly affect-
ing people’s jobs and credit or leading to 
identity theft. This tracking and tracing 
of data could include comings and go-
ings normally closely guarded — from 
doctors’ or therapists’ visits, pot dispen-
saries and any number of activities one 
might want to keep secret.

In the current situation, some say pri-
vacy concerns must take a back seat.

“In a plague, civil liberties have to be 
suspended. There are good reasons for 
that,” said Arthur Caplan, a professor of 
medical ethics at NYU Langone Medi-
cal Center. He noted that because of the 

Privacy and tracking COVID

See TRACKING, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

A longtime public health strategy, contact tracing, involves identifying individu-
als who have contracted an infectious disease, notifying others who have been in 
contact with them and ensuring those with the disease manage it safely.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School Dis-
trict 95 Superintendent 
of Schools Jeremy Larson 
sent a letter to all parents 
and guardians of the dis-
trict's students to inform 
them two essential em-
ployees were exposed to 
the COVID-19 virus.

Larson sent a letter in a 
text message at 6:08 p.m. 
Friday, April 10, to inform 
parents two essential em-
ployees of the district had 
come in contact with an 
individual who tested pos-
itive for COVID-19. The 
employees were contacted 
by the Urbana Health De-
partment on April 10 and 
then informed the school 
district, Larson said.

An essential employee 
is one still actively work-
ing onsite in the district 
during a school closure. 
The names of the employ-
ees are confidential.

The quarantine does not 
mean the employees have 
the virus but  they have 
been exposed to someone 
who has tested positive.

"We take the safety of 
our employees, students 
and community very se-
riously," Larson empha-
sized, noting the district 
will, "follow all the direc-
tives from the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
(IDPH) in order to stop 
the spread of COVID-19.”

The two employees 
must be quarantined 
through Saturday, April 18, 
Larson said. Last week was 
counted as the first week of 
quartantine, he explained.

Neither employee is ill 
or showing any signs of the 
virus, Larson said.

All Paris 95 employees 
were notified of the IDPH 
directive and, "our staff will 
take additional precau-
tions to ensure the health 
of all employees and indi-
viduals we come in contact 
with."

Paris 95 under Larson's 
leadership has taken an ag-
gressive approach to both 
e-learning and making sure 

Two Paris 95 
employees 
quarantined

See PARIS 95, Page 6B

While we all want to do 
our part to stop the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus, 

social 
distancing 
may have 
a tempo-
rary effect 
on your 
overall 
wellbeing.  

Thankfully, 
there are 
a variety 
of ways to 
mitigate 

those effects.
Spending days or weeks 

at home with limited per-
sonal contact and financial 
worries can take a toll on 
mental health.  Routines 
are disrupted, work and 
family expectations are 
altered, and resources are 
tight.  Coping skills relied 
on in the past may not be as 
available, such as going to 
the gym or visiting a friend 
or attending church.

People are likely to feel:
 nBoredom, Loneliness 

and Depression: Rou-
tines are comfortable and 
when they are interrupted 
especially for an extended 
amount of time, people 
may experience sadness or 
depressed mood.  Being 
physically separated from 
family and friends contrib-
utes to these feelings of 
loneliness and isolation.
n Fear and anxiety: 

It is normal to be con-
cerned about contract-
ing COVID-19 and/or 
spreading it to loved ones.  
People may also be afraid 
of running out of essential 
supplies like food and med-
ications.  Fear regarding 
the economy or personal 
finances are likely as well.
nAnger and Irritability: 

Parents thrust into the role 
of home school teacher 
may feel inadequate and 
frustrated with their new 
duties. It's normal to be 
upset with others who 
don't seem to take social 
distancing seriously, putting 

Social 
distancing 
and mental 
health

ALISON
WILLIAMS
BEE WELL  
OF EDGAR COUNTY

See BEE WELL, Page 6B

See SPREAD, Page 6B
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Let’s not
Party
Meet up
Bro-hug
Defy

#AloneTogether

Let’s
Stay put
Binge watch
Video-happy-hour
Save lives

Visit coronavirus.gov for the latest tips and information from the CDC.

T O G E T H E R ,  W E  C A N  H E L P  S L O W  T H E  S P R E A D .
P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944

“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

 

Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

HUGE SAVINGS!

STIMULUS
SALE!

2015 Jeep
Renegade

Was $15,985 Now 
$14,998

#X19214A

Conversion Van!

2003 Ford
Econoline

Was $6,985 Now 
$5,875#X20009A

Local Trade!

2014 Dodge 
Durango

Was $18,985 Now 
$16,906#X20003B

Was $15,985 Now 
$13,985

2015 Buick
Encore

#X18218A

Local Trade!

Leather!

2014 GMC
Terrain

Was $11,985 Now 
$10,570#G20107A

3rd Row!

2012 GMC
Acadia

Was $9,985 Now 
$8,542

#X19213A

All- Wheel Drive!

2015 Buick
Encore

Was $13,985 Now 
$12,960#X19220A

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,307

2016 Nissan
Juke

#B19124A

All-Wheel Drive!

Was $17,985 Now 
$16,595

2017 Jeep
Compass

#X20006

Low Miles!

3rd Row!

2015 Jeep
Renegade

Was $15,985 Now 
$14,509#G20220A

1-Owner!

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

was behind a transmission 
to 76 others. When MERS 
circulated in South Korea, 
a single individual infected 
28 others, who subsequently 
gave it to more than a hun-
dred more.

Superspreaders have also 
been responsible for mea-
sles outbreaks in the United 
States, the report says.

HOW TO KEEP YOURSELF FROM 
SPREADING COVID-19

The two most important 
ways to keep yourself from 
spreading the coronavirus 
are to avoid getting the dis-

SPREAD
FROM PAGE 5B

you and your family more at 
risk.  No one likes personal re-
strictions or the loss of control.

Fortunately, there are a 
number of ways to counteract 
feelings of depression, fear, 
anxiety, and anger.
nFollow a daily routine: 

Even if you are working from 
home now, prepare for work 
by showering, getting dressed 
and attending to personal 
hygiene. If you are homes-
chooling, make a schedule 
and a plan.  Schedule exercise 
and time outdoors.  Stick 
to a bedtime so everyone is 
well-rested.
nLimit news consumption: 

While it's important to stay 
current with developments of 
the virus, make sure that it is 
not overtaking your thoughts.  
Limit information to reliable 
sources like the CDC or Pub-
lic Health Departments and 
only check the news once or 
twice per day.  Social media is 
not necessarily the best source 
of factual information and the 
many opinions can overwhelm 
anyone.
nMaintain a healthy life-

style: Even though your gym 
may be closed for the time be-
ing, you can still utilize online 
workouts, walking or cycling 
outside.  Your household 
can take family walks or bike 
rides or play in your back yard 
together. It's important for the 
whole family to get plenty of 
sleep and continue any medi-
cations prescribed.
nStay connected: While we 

wish we could see our loved 
ones in person and give them 
a hug, during this time we are 
blessed to have the technology 
available to stay in touch with 
our loved ones through our 
phones and the internet.  Take 
this time to call your parents 

and grandparents more often, 
even daily.  Grandparents can 
video chat with grandchildren.  
Send texts or group chats to 
check in with friends.  Pets 
are also a good way to feel a 
physical connection and they 
will sure be happy to have you 
home more.
nTake time for yourself: 

If you are social distancing 
with your family, you may feel 
cooped up and overwhelmed 
with people being constantly 
around.  Take time each day 
to be alone.  Read a book, sit 
outside, take a long shower, 
take a walk.  Everyone needs 
time to decompress.
nHelp someone: Brain-

storm with your family about 
ways you can safely help 
others.  Depending on your 
talents, that could mean sew-
ing masks for nursing homes, 
doing yard work for elderly 
neighbors, delivering meals, 
or donating to those in need.  
Having a purpose is important 
and improves your mood.
nUtilize available resources: 

Don't be afraid to ask for help.  
Contact your child's teacher 
if you are struggling with 
homework. Many community 
resources such as the Food 
Pantry are still open. HRC is 
providing telephone and video 
conferencing counseling.

Remember, this is a tempo-
rary situation and things will 
improve over time.  You will 
overcome this new challenge 
and learn something about 
yourself and your family in the 
process.

(Alison Williams is Director 
of Operations at the Human 
Resources Center of Edgar and 
Clark Counties. Email her at 
Alison.Williams@hrcec.org. 
This column is provided by Bee 
Well of Edgar County as part of 
the coalition’s mission to make 
Edgar County a healthier place 
to live.)

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 5B

ease in the first place and, 
if one gets sick, to keep 
from contaminating oth-
ers.

The CDC recommends 
everyone wash hands reg-
ularly and properly, avoid 
touching your face, wear a 
cloth face cover when in 
public with others (leave 
medical grade masks for 
healthcare workers) and 
stay home except when 
necessary. When out, 
maintain a physical dis-
tance of six feet from oth-
er people.

“By staying home and 
engaging in social dis-
tancing, you minimize 
the risk of spreading the 
disease,” Jawa said.

Because so few Amer-
icans have been tested, 
and because one can have 
and spread COVID-19 
well before experiencing 
symptoms, Jawa said, “the 
way I think about it is that 
everyone should assume 
they have it, and do all 
they can to minimize the 
risk of transmitting it to 
others.”

the district's students — 
many of whom depend on 
school breakfasts and lunch-
es — have food. This past 
Monday, the district delivered 
more than 5,000 meals to Par-
is 95 and Crestwood students.

Larson urged everyone to 
follow the directives of IDPH:
nStay home as much as 

possible.
nDo not spend time with 

people outide the household.
nWash hands often.
nCover coughs.
nIf feeling sick, contact a 

medical provider.

PARIS 95
FROM PAGE 5B

enormous amount of data al-
ready collected about Ameri-
cans by marketers, the, “genie 
is already three-quarters of the 
way out of the bottle.”

The benefit of increased 
surveillance and contact trac-
ing will be a loosening of stay-
at-home restrictions, he said. 
“If it gets us back to work and 
school, we don’t care. We can 
fix it later.”

However, the pandemic may 
be pushing the United States to 
a point of no return.

Jake Laperruque, senior 
counsel and a privacy expert 
at the Project on Government 
Oversight, likens the current 
circumstances to the period 
after the terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001, when former 
President George W. Bush 
signed into law the Patriot Act. 
The measure allowed the gov-
ernment to more easily surveil 
Americans’ phone and com-
puter records in the name of 
national security.

A longtime public health 
strategy, contact tracing, in-

volves identifying individuals 
who have contracted an infec-
tious disease, notifying others 
who have been in contact with 
them and ensuring those with 
the disease manage it safely. 
South Korea and Singapore 
have reported some success in 
managing the outbreak in part 
because of aggressive contact 
tracing.

Typically, public health 
workers handle the tracing. But 
the sheer size of this pandemic 
calls for more automation, said 
supporters of a data-driven ap-
proach.

On April 10, Google and 
Apple announced they were 
teaming up to develop smart-
phone software that would 
allow phones to sense via Blue-
tooth whether a phone user 
had been near someone who 
has the coronavirus, similar to 
the TraceTogether app used in 
Singapore. 

For it to work, phone users 
must download an app pro-
vided by public health officials 
and be willing to share their 
health information, including 
whether they’ve tested positive 
for the coronavirus.

The companies said they 
won’t collect user location data 
or personally identifiable in-
formation and those who test 
positive would not be made 
known to Google or Apple.

Ideally, the information 
could be useful to public health 
departments, said Georges 
Benjamin, executive director 
of the American Public Health 
Association.

While he has no problem 
with public health officials get-
ting data ― after all, laws already 
require reporting of infectious 
diseases to try to thwart out-
breaks — he cited potential 
privacy problems if it’s a com-
mercial venture doing the gath-
ering.

In an interview on Snap-
chat’s “Good Luck America,” 
Anthony Fauci, a member of 
the White House coronavirus 
task force and director of the 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, had a 
similar take, saying that from 
a public health standpoint, “it 
makes absolute sense.” He also 
noted that pushback on pri-
vacy issues and civil liberties 
“would be considerable.” 

TRACKING
FROM PAGE 5B

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Spring Yard Cleanup
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Hauling: Will haul just about 
anything you don’t want. Also 
wanting Lawn equipment, 
Fencing, and livestock trailer 
bumper hitch. Call 217-218-8801

Brad McElheny Construction LLC
Kitchens, Baths, Additions, Decks
All types New Construction, 
Remodel & Renovations. Top 
Quality Work in a Timely Manner 
since 1993.
Call 765-592-0955 or 
765-548-1212

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, Downtown 
Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. Call 
Robin today.
Open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

Triple H is hiring for BOTH 
crew members and a full time 
secretary. 
Job qualifications for the crew 
include but are not limited 
to: Construction experience 
(preferred, but not necessary), 
Hard working and able to follow 
directions.
Job qualifications for secretary 
include but are not limited to: 
Basic computer skills, Ability to 
follow directions, Experience with 
Excel and QuickBooks (preferred 
but necessary).
If Interested Fill out An 
Application at 
Triple H Grain Systems
321 Ashmore Road Oakland
Questions Call 346-2155

TRAINING/EDUCATION
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR - BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED - 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 

CALL AIM 800-481-8312

For Sale- Small upright piano. 
Good condition. Needs a good 
home. Free for moving. Call 
217-466-2701

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath ranch 
home for sale. 
27 Helen Avenue, $97,500
Call 217-822-4689, leave 
message.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***
 We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV ***  
We buy/consign used Campers & 
RV’s! 217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

ADOPTION NOTICE – STATE OF 
ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR  COUNTY   PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE: THE ADOPTION OF   
GAJE LEE MAURER,   
 a minor. 

No. 2020 -AD- 4

TO: TRAVIS L. MAURER and 
RENEE SPARA 

Take notice that a Petition for 
Adoption was filed in the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County, Illinois, 
for the adoption of a child named 
GAJE LEE MAURER.
Now, therefore, unless you, 
TRAVIS L. MAURER and RENEE 
SPARA, and all to whom it may 
concern, file your answer to the 
Petition in this cause of action or 
otherwise file your appearance 
therein, in said Circuit Court of 
Edgar County, in the Office of 
the Circuit Clerk, in the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, 
Illinois, on or before the 15th day 
of May, 2020, a default may be 
entered against you at any time 
after that day and a Judgment 
entered in accordance with the 

prayer in said Petition.

DATED this 1st day of April, 2020.

                                                                  ANGELA R. BARRETT, Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-463-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of  
VIRGIL O. FOX, JR., deceased  

No. 2020-P-5

NOTICE TO CAROLYN PETTET – 
WILL ADMITTED/INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO CAROLYN 
PETTET, whose name was 
incorrectly spelled “PETITT” 
in the documents filed in the 
above-referenced matter, who is 
the niece of the decedent, and 
whose address is unknown, that 
a Petition for Probate of Will and 
For Letters of Office, filed herein 
on February 5, 2020, that shows 
CAROLYN PETTET as an heir and 
legatee of the decedent; however, 
the statutory notices required to 
be sent to her, which were mailed 
to her last known address, were 
returned as undeliverable.  An 
Order Admitting Will to Probate 
was entered by the Court on 
February 10, 2020, admitting 
the decedent’s Will, dated July 7, 
2006, to probate and appointing 
GERALD L. FOX as Independent 
Executor of his Estate.  As an 
heir and legatee of the decedent 
whose address is unknown, you 
are entitled to receive notice of 
the filing of said Petition and the 
entry of said Order.  
You are named in the Petition as 
an heir, devisee, or legatee of the 
decedent. 
Within 42 days after the date of 
the Order of Admitting the Will to 
Probate, you may file a petition 
with the court to require proof of 
the Will either by testimony of the 
witnesses to the Will in open court 
or other evidence, as provided in 
Section 6-21 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-21).
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider.  If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp, or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office.
You also have the right under 
Section 8-1 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest 
the validity of the Will by filing a 
petition with the court within 6 
months after the date of the Order 
Admitting Will to Probate.
You also have the right under 
Section 28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/8-4) to require 
Supervised Administration 
of this Estate.  The enclosed 
Notice of Rights of Interested 
Persons During Independent 
Administration explains this right.
The estate will be administered 
without Court supervision unless 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at 
any time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the Clerk 
of the Court.  If the Petitioner is a 
creditor, or non-residuary legatee, 
independent administration will 
be terminated only if the Court 
finds that termination is necessary 
to protect the Petitioner’s interest.  
You may obtain a copy of the 
form of the Petition to Terminate 
Independent Administration from 
the Circuit Clerk at the address 
appearing below or by contacting 
the attorney for the Independent 
Executor at the address listed 
below.
In addition to the right to 
terminate independent admin-
istration, any interested person 
may petition the court to hold a 
hearing and resolve any particular 
question that may arise during 
independent administration, even 
though supervised administration 
has not been requested (755 
ILCS 5/28-5).  The independent 
representative must mail a copy 
of the estate inventory and final 
account to each interested person 
and must send notice to or obtain 
the approval of each interested 
person before the estate can be 
closed (755 ILCS 5/28-6 and 
5/28-11).  Any interested person 
has the right to question or object 
to any item included in or admitted 
from an inventory or account or to 
insist on a full court accounting 
of all receipts and disbursements 
with prior notice as required in 
supervised administration (755 
ILCS 5/28-11).

GERALD L. FOX,
Independent Executor of the 
Estate of VIRGIL O. FOX, JR., 

deceased

Jones & Griffin Law Offices, P.C.  

Drew P. Griffin, Attorney for 
Independent Executor
110 E. Washington Street 
P. O. Box 8
Paris, Illinois 61944
E-mail: drew@jonesgriffinlaw.com
Phone: (217) 465-7525 
Fax: (217) 466-2230

Edgar County Circuit Clerk
115 W. Court Street #M
Paris, Illinois 61944
Phone: (217) 466-7447

Invitation to Bid Letter
Village of Vermilion

PO Box 82 
Vermilion, IL 61955

04/07/2020

Illinois Licensed, Bonded & 
Insured Tree Removal Individuals 
or Companies

Re: Bid Proposal for Spring 2020 
Tree Removal #1 & #2

To Whom It May Concern:
We will be accepting bid pro-
posals for the above referenced 
projects. Bids must be received 
no later than 04/24/20. Bids 
received after this date will not be 
considered.
Project #1 is tree & stump removal 
(marked with X) at 207 Church 
St. Property owner will keep the 
wood.
Project #2 is tree, stump & clean-
up of debris (tree marked with X) 
at 507 Railroad St. 

Please send bids to the following 
address:

Village of Vermilion
PO Box 82

Vermilion, IL 61955
Bid Submission Attn- 

Mayor Bailey

Bids must be typed or printed & 
signed in ink. All bids submitted 
by the deadline will be reviewed 
by Mayor Bailey. Village Board 
will review all acceptable bids and 
winner will be notified within 5 
days after bids are reviewed. Once 
bidder is notified you must provide 
copy of insurance & license.
Village has the right to reject any 
and all bids at the sole discretion. 
Any questions or concerns about 
either of the projects contact 
Mayor Dean Bailey 217-251-9616 
for clarification.

Thank you for your consideration.

Mayor Dean Bailey
Village of Vermilion

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes

Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or Company) 

hereby gives notice to the public 
that on March 31, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission evidence (direct 
testimony) regarding the reconcil-
iation of revenues collected from 
its electric customers under the 
Company’s Electric Environmental 
Adjustment (Rider EEA), with 
costs incurred in connection 
with certain environmental 
remediation activities associated 
with its manufactured gas plant 
sites in Illinois from January 
1, 2019 through December 31, 
2019.  Rider EEA is applicable to 
Rate Zones I and III only (formerly 
the AmerenCIPS and AmerenIP 
services territories, respectively).  
This reconciliation may result in 
changes to the Company’s rates 
and charges with respect to elec-
tric delivery services throughout 
the Company’s territories in 
Illinois.  The changes in rates and 
charges will take effect after hear-
ings and after the Commission 
issues its final Order.
The Commission docketed the 
filings as Docket No. 20-0125 (RZ 
I) and 20-0127 (RZ III). A copy of 
the evidence may be inspected 
at the Ameren Illinois offices 
located at 300 Liberty Street, 
Peoria, Illinois or online at www.
icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes

Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on March 31, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission evidence (direct 
testimony) regarding the recon-
ciliation of revenues collected 
from its gas customers under 
the Company’s Rider TAR and 
Gas Environmental Adjustment 
(Rider GEA), with costs incurred 
in connection with certain 
environmental remediation 
activities associated with its 
manufactured gas plant sites 
in Illinois from January 1, 2019 
through December 31, 2019.  Rider 
TAR is applicable to Rate Zone 
II (formerly the AmerenCILCO 
service territory) and Rider GEA 
is applicable to Rate Zones I and 
III (formerly the AmerenCIPS and 
AmerenIP services territories, 
respectively).  This reconciliation 
may result in changes to the 
Company’s rates and charges 
with respect to gas delivery 
service charges throughout the 
Company’s territories in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.
The Commission docketed the 
filing as Docket No. 20-0126. 
A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

In Re:  The Petition Of
Leonard Eugene Waller,                

To Change Name On Birth 
Certificate

No. 2020-MR-35

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME ON BIRTH 

CERTIFICATE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

              COUNTY OF EDGAR  

Notice is hereby given that, on 
May 26, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., a 
hearing on a Petition will be heard, 
pursuant 735 ILCS 5/21-101, in the 
Circuit Court of the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit, Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, praying for a correction/
change of name on the birth 
certificate of LEONARD EUGENE 
WALLER, to show his name to 
be LEONARD EUGENE WALLER, 
instead of EUGENE LEONARD 
WALLER.

By:  Leonard Eugene Waller

E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
(217) 465-3535
alo@robandersonlaw.com

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on May 14, 2020 
to satisfy liens held on delinquent 
accounts located at the below 
properties and ending at the 
assigned times.  The auction is an 
online auction conducted at www.
storagetreasures.com.

610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST: Bryan Inman 
(309-048); Amanda Jensen 

(309-087).

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The City of Paris, Illinois will hold 
a public hearing on April 27, 2020 
at 5:15 p.m. at the Paris City Hall, 
206 South Central, Paris, Il 61944 
to provide interested parties 
an opportunity to express their 
views on the proposed Downstate 
Small Business Stabilization ap-
plications funded by  Community 
Development Block Grant funds.  
Persons with disabilities or 
non-English speaking persons 
who wish to participate at the 
hearing and need assistance 
should contact Bridget Anderson, 
City Clerk, 206 South Central, 
Paris, Il 61944, (217) 465-7601 
no later than April 23, 2020. 
Every effort will be made to make 
reasonable accommodations for 
these persons.

On or about April 30, 2020, the 
City of Paris intends to apply to the 
Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity for 
grants from the State CDBG 
Program. This program is funded 
by Title I of the federal Housing 
and Community Development 
Act of 1974, as amended. These 
funds are to be used to provide 
working capital for the benefit of 
the following businesses:  (1)  LPH 
Restaurants, LLC dba Main Street 
Café $25,000; (2) Westbrook 
Farm Inc., dba Andrew’s At the 
Westbrook Farm $25,000; (3) 
Tom’s Fitness & Martial Arts 
$25,000; (4) Lankaster & Gore 
Septic Service $25,000; and, 
(5) M J Kurly Q, LLC dba  Kurly 
Q $25,000.  The City intends to 
request grants in the amount 
specified above in CDBG funds 
in separate applications for each 
business. The total amount of 
funds to be requested is $125,000 
and will address the urgent needs 
of the respective businesses due 
to the COVID-19 emergency. 

Information related to these appli-
cations will be available for review 
prior to the public hearing as of 
April 18, 2020 at the office of the 
City Clerk (217) 465-7601, at City 
Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, Il 
61944 (by appointment)  between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.  Written comments should 
be submitted no later than April 
27, 2020 in order to ensure place-
ment of such comments in the of-
ficial record of the public hearing. 
Due to the COVID-19 emergency,  
interested parties may participate 
and gain access to the hearing by 
dialing (Toll Free) 1-877-568-4106 
and entering an access code of 
906-558-941. These projects will 
result in no displacement of any 
persons or businesses. For addi-
tional information concerning the 
proposed projects, please contact 
Michael Martin, City Administrator 
(217) 465-7601 or write to Michael 
Martin at City Hall, 206 South 
Central, Paris, Il 61944.

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

John and Jane Cheesewright of Dana, IN. 
Downsizing Auction Part Three 

ONLINE ONLY
AUCTION EXTENDED!

Bidding Begins to Close: 4pm IL TIME on April 21ST

Antiques, Tools, Primitives, Purdue Collectibles & More!
Go To www.calliebaber.hibid.com to browse & bid now!

*Closing & pickup dates subject to change* 

Notice of Public Meeting

On Tuesday, April 28 at 11:00AM, a meeting con-
ducted by Paris 95 and Paris 4 will take place. Due 
to the governor's stay at home order, the meeting 
will take place by telephone. To participate please 

call +1-408-418-9388 United States Toll 
Access code: 625 288 269

The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss the 
district's plans for providing special education 

services to students with disabilities who attend 
private schools and home schools within the 

district for the 2019-20 school year. If you are 
the parent of a home-schooled student, who has 

been or may be identified with a disability and you 
reside within the boundaries of Paris 95 or Paris 

4, you are urged to participate in the meeting. 
Note, this is not for students who normally attend 

school but are currently doing remote learning. 
If you have further questions pertaining to this 

meeting, please contact Danette Young at 
217-465-5391 or Jeremy Larson at 217-466-3050.
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• Professional Janitorial
Cleaning Products & 

Equipment
• Paper Products

D-ID-I  SUPPLYSUPPLY

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562

Get the most out 
of your 

tax return.
Tax preparation for a 

variety of needs, including:
• Individual
• Corporate 
• Partnership

• Not for Profit
• Trust and 
   Estates

Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, Paris, IL
Located inside Hair Teazers

217-251-7439217-251-7439

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Sales and Service of:
Snow & Ice Removal Equipment

PARIS MACHINE
Hometown Service Since 1944

parismachine@frontier.com

Machine Shop - Steel Sales, Welding & 
Repair, Hydraulic Hoses & Cylinder Repair

Phone: (217) 465-3360 • Fax: (217) 463-3089
13005 IL HWY 133 • Paris, IL 61944

Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

GOPHER POOLSGOPHER POOLS

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Offering Pool Openings, Pool Closings, 
Service on Automatic Covers, Heaters, 

Liner Replacements, and Spas.

Above Ground, Inground Pools 
& Spas

wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com
wabashvalleyarmory.org

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364

A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 
327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511

Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers
FREE pick-up & delivery for tune-ups

Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, 
PO BOX 333 • Paris, IL

Estate, Moving, Downsizing, 
& Going Out of Business

“Complete Liquidation Services”

ESTATE SALES LLC

(217) 251-5871 / (217)-264-1725
lanee.pfeiffer@gmail.com

Specializing in  
TAG SALES

(765) 832-6003     •   120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and design service, sales and 
installation when you purchase everything from hardwoods to cabinets. 

No hidden fees!

KBMKBM
KITCHENS, BATHS KITCHENS, BATHS 

& & MOREMORE

Your Everything and More Store

Chrisman City Council Meeting will be held at the American Legion 
on April 20th @ 7:00pm. The City is using the larger facility due to 
the importance of Social Distancing during these unprecedented 
times. Citizens needing to address the council will be required to 
stay outside the building and keep the recommended distance of 

6 feet apart per IDPH. Council will allow one person at a time to be 
brought into the meeting. Also, you may email your questions to 

cityofchrisman@gmail.com no later than 6:30pm on the day of the 
meeting. Residents may also contact City Hall at 217-269-2214 to 

dictate their public comment. The Mayor will read comments 
received during the meeting. 

idea is to be with friends.
Speaking of being with 

friends and using my imag-
ination, I have decided my 
perfect dinner party will 
be a Thanksgiving dinner. I 
am not planning to wait till 
Thanksgiving but will instead 
have it as soon as some of my 
dear friends, who have been 
housebound also, can come, 
and it is deemed safe to sit at 
a table together. 

All of us should perhaps 
have a Thanksgiving dinner 
as I am sure we will all be 
so thankful to see the end 
of this pandemic. One does 
not have to serve traditional 
turkey and dressing, though 
I plan to. I also plan to serve 
the perfect pumpkin pie, and 
for readers wanting to serve a 
perfect pumpkin pie, I hope 
they follow the recipe I have 
included.

First, we need the perfect 
pumpkin, which is sage green 
on the outside and the bright-
est orange inside. I received 
this information from Stace 
Hixson, a rural pumpkin 
grower in the Redmon area. 
He used to grow pumpkins to 
sell and had some beautiful 

large jack-o-lantern pump-
kins that were perfect for 
carving but did not make a 
delicious pumpkin pie.

I was skeptical when 
he suggested a sage green 
pumpkin, but having used 
it now for several years and 
taste testing it with friends I 
have to agree. Stace no longer 
grows and sells pumpkins, 
but my husband Tom grew a 
few last year so I am ready to 
make that pie when needed.

Readers planning to grow 
their own pie pumpkins 
need to start now, as seeds 
are not always easy to find. 
I kept seeds from last year’s 
pumpkin crop to use for this 
year. It is a good idea to see if 
the seeds will germinate and 
these did beautifully. 

Pumpkins are one of the 
last seeds to be planted in a 
garden as they need warm 
soil temperatures. Tom used 
an emery file to scratch the 
outer surface slightly because 
the seed has a waxy outer 
edge, and it seemed to allow 
germination to take place 
earlier. 

Once assured the seed will 
grow, plant it and leave lots 
of space in the garden for the 
vines to wander. Be careful 
to watch for squash bugs and 

PATCHETT
FROM PAGE 1B BEST PUMPKIN PIE

Ingredients
2 cups pumpkin thawed 
½ tsp. salt
½ tsp. nutmeg
½ tsp. cloves
1 ½ tsp. cinnamon
½ tsp. ginger
1 Tablespoon flour
½ cup brown sugar packed
½ cup white granulated sugar
2 eggs
12-ounce can evaporated milk
1 unbaked 9-inch, deep-dish pie 

crust

Combine spices and flour in 
small bowl and set aside

Beat together pumpkin, eggs 
and sugars. Add spice/flour mix-

ture and mix thoroughly.
Add evaporated milk, mix and 

pour into pie shell to bake in hot 
425-degree oven for 15 minutes. 
Reduce heat and bake an addi-
tional 40 minutes in 350-degree 
oven or until filling is set and 
knife inserted in center comes 
out clean. Cool and refrigerate. 

consult an expert, the Inter-
net or master gardener, for 
remedies as these bugs will 
kill the vine. Don’t worry if 
something other than an or-
ganic approach is needed to 
control the squash bugs. This 
is the hardest shell of a pump-
kin I have ever encountered, 
and no insecticide will affect 
the interior. I sometimes 
think I need a chain saw to 
cut the pumpkin in half to 
remove the seeds and cook.

This pumpkin is a winter 
type squash and keeps well 
in a cool, dry place. When 
ready to process it, wash the 
outside and cut it in half. 
Remove the seeds to keep for 
next year and bake or use a 
pressure cooker to cook the 
pumpkin halves.

I prefer the pressure cooker 
method as it takes a long 
time in the oven to get soft. 
I put half the pumpkin on 
a rack with adequate water 
and pressure gently for about 
20-25 minutes, depending on 
size. Remove from heat, wait 
for the cooker to cool and 
then remove lid. I scoop out 
the inside using an ice cream 
scoop. 

The outer shell will hold its 
shape, and it is so easy to just 
scoop out the pumpkin.  Put 

light, the distances are so great 
the light collected originated 
billions of years ago. What we 
see is how it was, not how it is. 
Analyzing the arrangements 
and the rate of expansion 
opened the door to Dark Mat-
ter being needed to account 
for gravitational forces. 

Planned celebrations for 
the 30th Hubble Anniversary 
are currently postponed but 
the HST has returned its cost 
many times over.

In this unique time 
of remote learning with 

parents taking a lead role in 
home-schooling our students, 
it may be a good opportu-
nity to share some night sky 
viewing time. 

During this week, if one 
is outside under the dark 
skies and sees a shooting star, 
remember to make a wish. 
Legend is that wishing upon 
a shooting star makes a wish 
come true. It dates to the 
ancient Greek belief the gods 
occasionally peer down at the 
Earth and stars sometimes 
slip out. 

Since the gods are already 
looking down, they are more 
receptive to wishes. Look 

toward Lyra the harp and wish 
for good health and an early 
end to this pandemic.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

the scooped-out pumpkin in 
a blender or food processor 
for a creamy texture. Place 
2 cups each in a freezer bag, 
label and freeze until needed. 
Two cups make a generous 
size pie when mixed with the 
other ingredients

I encourage everyone to 
use their imagination and 
plan an event for when all can 
truly celebrate and be with 
friends again. Someone told 
me in a recent phone con-

versation this pandemic will 
change the way we do life. 
Who would have foreseen 
removing shoes and the scan-
ning procedures in airports 
after 911? I do hope that it 
does not change Thanksgiv-
ing dinners or get-togethers 
with friends. 

I still want to have turkey 
and dressing and share it with 
family. My dinner also has 
to include a cranberry dish 
of some variety, my dress-

ing has to have raisins in it, 
and, of course, homemade 
mashed potatoes and gravy. 
No matter what each person 
imagines or what menus they 
devise, I hope everyone will 
be thanking God for the next 
opportunity to be together. 

(Ruth Patchett is a resident 
of rural Brocton, a retired 
teacher and is famous for her 
pies. Email her at rpweib1@
gmail.com.)
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GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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